November 16, 2025 Written by
THE

Thirty-third Sunday DIscIrLE
in Ordinary Time

Mal 3:19-20a | 2 Thes 3:7-12 | Lk 21:5-19

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

We don’t have to look far to find grief, violence, or chaos in
our world. Perhaps it has made its way into our community

or has pierced our hearts in deeply personal ways. Or even

if the chaos of life has remained at a distance for now, it can
be tempting to wonder if the end is near at times. But Jesus
warns us against catastrophic thoughts. Listen to what he says
in today’s Gospel, when asked how we will know the end time
is coming: “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not
be terrified; for such things must happen first, but it will not
immediately be the end.” Jesus knew we would need his clear
and steady reminder. If you find yourself fearing the state of
the world, turn all your senses toward Jesus. Let your anxiety,
grief, and concern become catalysts for prayer.

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Although today’s Gospel may at first be one that stirs fear, as
we look deeper we realize that Jesus is speaking directly into
the heart of our fear and offering his profound consolation.
There is so much in this Gospel that can encourage us to
continue to bear witness to Christ even in trying times. As we
scroll through the news each day, remember Jesus’ words to
not be “terrified.” If you find yourself in circumstances where
it’s not easy to stand up for your faith, Jesus tells us, “I myself
shall give you a wisdom in speaking that your adversaries
will be powerless to resist or refute.” And when you look to
the future with dread, remember that Jesus says, “not a hair
on your head will be destroyed.” Read these words again,
drawing comfort and strength that the Lord is with you,
guiding and protecting you through it all.

PRAY
If you find yourself feeling overwhelmed this week, pray
the Prayer of St. Teresa of Avila:

Let nothing disturb you,
Let nothing frighten you,
All things are passing away:
God never changes.
Patience obtains all things.
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Whoever has God lacks nothing;
God alone suffices.
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Hao Dinh
Church of the Ascension

Hao Dinh
ascensionsaratoga.org | 408-725-3939

Hao Dinh
Masses: (Sat) 5p; (Sun) 7a, 9a, 11a, 5p
(Mon-Fri) 8a; (Sat) 9a
Confessions: (Sat) 4p-4:45p


Here’s Some Good News

If you pay attention to the news, it wouldn’t be too
much to think the world is going to you-know-where
in a handbasket. Violence, crime, corruption, illness,
poverty, ignorance, and plain old self-centeredness
seem to rule the day. In Jesus’ time some said those
kinds of things were signs of the end of the world.
Christ himself knew the list: “powerful earthquakes,
famines, and plagues from place to place.” But he
also urged caution: “When you hear of wars and
insurrections, do not be terrified . . . it will not
immediately be the end.” In other words, whatever is
going on in the world, we are not to be afraid. We
can trust in God and do what we can for the cause of
goodness.
R.1.P.
-Jerry Streb (died 11/5/25; funeral: 11/13)

-John Domanico (died 10/13/25; memorial: 11/15).
May they rest in peace.

-Takefiveforfaith.com

Correction

The correct amount for the FYE 2025 Actual for
Sunday Collections was $328,661 (not $368,661 as
appeared in the 11/2/25 Annual Finance Report).

Campaign for Human Development 11/16
This second collection is for the Catholic Campaign
for Human Development, the domestic anti-poverty
program of the U.S. Catholic Bishops. It works to
break the cycle of poverty by helping low-income
individuals participate in decisions that affect their
lives, families and communities -- offering a hand up,
not a hand out. Thank you for your support.

WEEKLY OFFERING

Nov. 2

-Total: $4,943 ($3,909 + online: $1,034). Goal: $6,800.
-YTD Sunday: $104,003. Budget: $122,400.

-All Saints: $112.

-World Mission Sunday: $500 (YTD $2,434).

-Parish Building Fund: $750 (YTD $6,703)

Nov. 9

-Total: $8,965 ($6,423, including $2,000 annual
donation + online: $2,541). Goal: $6,800.

-YTD Sunday: $112,968. Budget: $129,200.
-Archdiocese for Military Services: $2,080. Thank you!

MASS INTENTIONS

Nov 15 Sat 05 pm | Barbara Bermudez +

Nov 16 Sun | 07 am | GaryS. H. Chang +
09 am | Elizabeth Poon +
11 am | Chuck & Peggy Schoppe (L)
05 pm | Walter Dunajski +

Nov 17 Mon | 08 am | Maria De La Luz Vaca +

Nov 18 Tue | 08 am | J. De Jesus Marcial +

Nov 20 Thu | 09 am | Mark Anthony Baylon +

Thanksgiving Week %
MASS SCHEDULE
-Thursday, Nov. 27: Mass at 9am (instead of 8am)

-Friday, Nov. 28: Mass at 9am (instead of 8am).

Come and give thanks to God.
BLESSING OF BREAD

On Nov. 27 we will pray for God’s blessing on the
bread you will share at table later in the day.
PARISH OFFICE SCHEDULE

Our Office will be closed on Nov. 27 and Nov. 28.
Happy Thanksgiving!

Layette Tea - Dec. 6

Since 2019 we have not had a
diocesan wide Layette Tea, a quite
elaborate reception. We are delighted
to announce the upcoming Layette
Tea which marks the 70th anniversary of the
diocesan efforts to provide mothers in need with
baby wardrobes and supplies for their newborn child.
WHEN? Saturday, December 6, 25

Doors open at 12:00 PM for drop off of items
Program begins at 1:00 PM.

WHERE? St. Frances Cabrini Parish (Essig Hall)
15333 Woodard Rd., San Jose.

Advent Gathering with Saint Joseph
Sunday, December 7, 2205 in Worner Hall

9:30 am Mass in Church (no 9 am & 11 am Masses)
10:15 am Seating & Welcoming & Blessing of Food
10:25 am Advent Talk #1, followed by short Reflection
10:45 am Table Discussion

11:00 am Break

11:10 am Advent Talk #2, followed by short Reflection
11:30 am Table Discussion

11:45 am Closing Prayer

V"‘

Advanced Planning Can Ease Grief
After the passing of a loved one, it’s difficult if
family members do not know the final wishes of the
deceased. The Outreach Team from our Diocese’s
Cemetery Services will visit Ascension again this
Sunday to provide guidance on Advanced
Planning on Sun, Nov. 16, from 10am to 11am in
Worner Hall. There will be coffee and donuts.

Pastoral Council Meeting - Nov. 19

Anyone who would like to attend the upcoming 11/19
(7pm) Pastoral Council meeting please contact Jeff
Moe, the Pastoral Council Chairperson, at
jeffmoe111@gmail.com.



