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May 11, 2025

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 13:14, 43-52  |  Rev 7:9, 14b-17  |  Jn 10:27-30

GROW  AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

“My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me.” 
The spiritual riches contained in this line alone are enough to 
sustain us for a lifetime. First, we rejoice that Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd, calls us his own. We belong to him who, like the 
shepherds of bygone days, protects his sheep – capable of little 
in the way of self-defense – even at the cost of his own life. 
Also, among the distinctive marks of Jesus’ sheep are that they 
hear his voice and follow him. Thus, to be part of Christ’s flock 
involves not only being known by him, but knowing him and 
heeding his call. A sheep who has not attuned its ears to the 
voice of its shepherd is a lost sheep! Although the world’s fertile 
meadows may look inviting, not to attune our ears to the voice 
of Christ means exposing ourselves to the dangers of a life 
apart from God. On the other hand, if we make our pilgrimage 
of life with him, we abide within the protective confines of his 
love until the day we follow him into the pastures of eternal life. 

GO  EVANGELIZE 
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Frequently, our free will (something we do not share with 
sheep) gets in the way of our ability to heed the Shepherd’s 
voice. For us, his voice is expressed in concrete ways: in his 
commandments, in the teachings and tradition of his Church,  
in the Scriptures, in our legitimate superiors, and in prayer. 
These are the means he uses to mark out the path he wishes 
us to follow. But this path always involves the cross, and our 
sheep-ish (pun intended) nature recoils at the sight of suffering. 
In today’s second reading, however, St. John’s vision offers the 
key to overcoming our resistance: “For the Lamb who is in the 
center of the throne will shepherd them.” In other words, Jesus, 
our Divine Shepherd, is also a lamb who has tread the difficult 
way of the cross. He is the Lamb of God who offered himself in 
a sacrifice of perfect obedience to his Father’s will. Thus, we do 
not embark along the way of obedience and suffering alone; 
Jesus walks before us to sustain and protect us along the way.

OBSERVE  
Find an image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd online and 
spend 15 minutes praying about what you see. What is the 
Shepherd’s attitude toward his sheep, and the sheep’s attitude 
toward their Shepherd? What do we learn from this about our 
relationship with Christ?
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How to Hear the Gospel
The root of the word obey is akin to “hear.” People 
tend to think only about the second part of obedience
—following the rules, submitting to another’s 
command. If the history of a word means anything, 
though, then the first part of obeying would be 
hearing. And in this sense hearing involves more 
than simply words entering one’s mind. It also 
includes listening: taking in what someone is saying 
and reflecting on it, making it part of who one is, 
learning. That process is the prelude to action. No 
different is the word of God. However the gospel 
message comes to you, you are called to listen and 
then act. -Takefiveforfaith.com

WEEKLY OFFERING - MAY 4
-Total: $7,430 ($4,722 + online: $2,708). 
-YTD Sunday: $277,612. Budget: $279,500.
-Parish Building Fund: $992.
Thank you for your generosity.

Support Our Retired Priests - May 11
The 2nd collection this Sunday will benefit nearly 50 
retired priests in our diocese. Thank you for your 
support.

40-Hour Adoration for Vocations
Every parish has been pre-designated an hour of 
Adoration between May 16-18 at Saint Martin Parish, 
590 Central Ave, Sunnyvale.
Ascension’s time slot will be on Sunday, May 18, 
from 10am to 11am.  Please come and pray in 
adoration before the Lord for vocations.  

Honoring Mothers
On Mother’s Day, we remember all our mothers, 
living and deceased, and thank them for their 
generosity and selfless love. Above all mothers is 
Mary, Mother of our Savior and the Church.  The 
entire month of May is dedicated to her.

Catholic Charities Appeal - May 18
Each year during “May Appeal,” our diocesan parishes 
support the important work of Catholic Charities in our 
communities in Santa Clara County. Please prayerfully 
consider what you will contribute during the May Appeal 
weekend: May 17-18.

Bishop Cantú on Pope Leo XIV
(…) I join Catholics throughout the Diocese of 
San José in welcoming Pope Leo XIV, born Robert 
Francis Prevost, OSA. 
(…) By choosing the name Leo, our Holy Father nods 
to Pope Leo XIII, author of Rerum Novarum (1891), 
the landmark encyclical that placed the dignity of 
workers and the demands of justice at the heart of 
Catholic social teaching. Pope Leo XIV’s first words 
from the loggia — a call to “build bridges, not divide” 
— signal a pastoral desire to span the distance 
between divisions. Our new Holy Father embodies 
the richness of the Church’s global family: he 
understands the rhythms of North America while 
carrying within him the lived faith of the global South. 
Having shepherded the Augustinian Order and most 
recently advised the universal Church on episcopal 
appointments, he brings both administrative wisdom 
and a missionary’s heart for evangelization in the 
21st century. 
   Let us entrust our new pontiff to the Holy Spirit, 
asking that his ministry as Bishop of Rome and 
Successor of Peter be marked by humility, courage, 
and tenderness toward all. May he inspire us to be a 
people who listen, accompany, and proclaim the 
Gospel with joy. 
   To unite our prayers, I will celebrate a Mass of 
Thanksgiving for the Election of Pope Leo XIV on 
Monday, May 19, at the Cathedral Basilica of 
St. Joseph at 7:00 p.m.. I invite every parish and 
school to remember the Holy Father in their liturgies 
and devotions in the days ahead. 
Holy Mary, Mother of the Church, intercede for 
Pope Leo XIV and for us, that together we may “keep 
our arms open” in welcome and walk faithfully in the 
love of Christ. 

Cioppino & Sharino Night
An evening of dinner, music and dancing.
Featuring the Joe Sharino Band.
All-you-can-eat Crab Cioppino
Saturday, May 17, 25 (opens at 5:30pm)
Sacred Heart Parish (Geary Hall)
13716 Saratoga Ave, Saratoga.For tickets 
& details, scan QR code.


