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Third Sunday of Easter DiscipLE
Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41 | Rev 5:11-14 | Jn 21:1-19

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PrRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE
Underlying Peter’s simple statement in today’s Gospel,

“l am going fishing,” is an ocean of sadness. This leader of the
Apostles was once so eager and self-assured that he declared
to Jesus, “Even though | should have to die with you, | will not
deny you.” (Mt 26:35) But we know the story: At the decisive
moment, Peter yielded under pressure and three times denied
that he even knew Jesus. Now, after witnessing his Master’s
arrest and execution, Peter, whom Jesus called to leave his nets
to be a fisher of men (see Mt 4:19), returns to his old profession.
And even there he sustains another failure: he can’t catch any
fish! Swimming to shore, the ever-impulsive Apostle discovers
that Jesus had already procured fish for breakfast without his
help. Imagine Peter’s consternation: my vocation as an Apostle,
my career as a fisherman, my professed willingness to die for
the Lord - everything | thought | could hang my hat on - were
pretense and illusion.

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

In our relationship with God, we are at times beset by the
reality of our own weaknesses and apparent failures. But for
Peter as for us, despondency does not have to have the final
word. In one of the most intimate exchanges in the Gospels,
Jesus heals Peter’s self-inflicted wound. “Simon, son of John,
do you love me?” the Lord asks three times. What Jesus
desires from the Apostle is not eloquent declarations of
courage; he wants Peter’s love; he wants his heart: conscious
of its frailty and humble enough to be led where it does

not want to go. Neither Peter’s day job nor his grandiose
spiritual aspirations are useful to the Lord if Peter has not
first surrendered himself to God. This is because only a heart
which belongs to God and draws its strength from him can
bear fruit for the kingdom of heaven. Such is likewise true
for us, often so anxious about tomorrow or preoccupied with
our attempts to “earn” God’s love. Our primary responsibility,
without which none of our other labors will be fruitful, is to
give our hearts completely to him.

PRAY

Repetition is the mother of learning. Three times, Jesus asked
Peter to renew his love - perhaps, in part, to convince Peter!
This week, offer your heart to God as soon as you get up in the
morning. You could even use Peter’s words: “Lord, you know
that | love you.” By making this a habit, you invite God’s grace
and strength to make each day’s actions fruitful.


Hao Dinh


A Change of Hands

There comes that time in our lives when our parents
or grandparents become too old or sick to care for
themselves, and they stretch out their hands to us. It
then becomes our task to dress them as they once
dressed us and to take them where they don’t wish to
go as they many times took us where we didn’t want
to go. It's part of the coming of God’s kingdom when
the last are first, the first are last, the children
become the parents, and the parents become the
children. We glorify God by the manner in which we
answer the call to serve those who once served us,
and to receive the care of those for whom we once
cared. -Takefiveforfaith.com

Congratulations!
April 19
- Received into full communion of the Church:
Gen Takahashi.
- Fully initiated into the Church: Lin Takahashi,
Isabella Ramirez.
- Baptized into Christ: Ema Takahashi, Hana
Takahashi.
May 2
- Confirmed in the Spirit: Nikhil Nair.
May 4
- Receiving First Holy Communion: Lyly Dela Cruz,
Adleigh Wang, Claire Hoggard, Angelo
Quiason.
May the Spirit of the Risen Lord continue to guide
them in their journey of faith.

Support Our Retired Priests - May 11
The 2nd collection next Sunday will benefit nearly 50
retired priests in our diocese. While some priests
“retire” when they retire, many continue to minister to
God’s people. Thank you for your support.

WEEKLY OFFERING - APRIL 27
-Total: $3,519 ($2,979 + online: $540).

-YTD Sunday: $268,181. Budget: $273,000.
-Catholic Home Missions: $1,493. Thank you!

MASS INTENTIONS
May 03 | Sat 05 pm | Maxine Stice +
May04 | Sun |07am | GaryS.H. Chang+
09 am Fr. Rey Sarmiento +
11am | Joan Braddi (L)
05 pm | Rosario Martinez +
May 05 | Mon | 08 am | Javier Munita +
May06 | Tue | 08am | Herman & Mary Ramthun +
May 07 | Wed | 08 am | Joseph A. Fiorentino (L)
May 08 | Thu | 08am | Andrew Brazzano +
May 09 | Fri 08 am | Fr. Maurice Igboerika (L)

May 10 | Sat 09am | Joseph A. Fiorentino (L)

I Believe and We Believe

The Nicene Creed used to begin with “We believe...".
However, in the 2012 translation of the Roman
Missal, it was changed to “I believe...”. Bishop
Robert Barron explains that the original formula from
the Council of Nicea used the Greek word
pisteuomen, which means “we believe.” Over time,
as the Creed was shared and incorporated into
liturgies, that word often shifted to pisteuo, meaning
“I believe.” Consequently, the Latin translation started
with credo, which means “| believe.” There is value in
both versions. While “we believe” highlights our
shared faith, “| believe” emphasizes our personal
faith.

May 20 marks a significant milestone—the 1,700th
anniversary of the first ecumenical council, which
took place in Nicea back in 325. This pivotal
gathering was responsible for crafting what we now
know as the Nicene Creed. It was later completed by
the Council of Constantinople in 381, and since then,
the Nicene Creed has served as the official
statement of faith for the Church.

R.I.P.

Please pray for the repose of:

-Diann Joan Murphy, whose memorial was on April
26. She died on December 18, 2024.

-Raymond Gallant, whose funeral was on May 2. He
passed away on April 10.

-Ruth Gliever, who was laid to rest at Gate of
Heaven Cemetery on May 2. She died on April 17.
May they rest in peace.

Jubilee Yearbook

The Jubilee yearbook is still
available for just $10 for those
who had their portraits included,
and $20 for everyone else. If
you're feeling generous, we’d
really appreciate any extra
contributions to help us cover the
actual costs!

Saratoga, Caffornia

Pope’s May 2025 Prayer Intention

Let us pray that through work, each person might find
fulfillment, families might be sustained in dignity, and
that society might be humanized.

May: Month of Mary

Mother’s Day is an annual celebration in honor of
mothers. Above all mothers is Mary, Mother of our
Savior and the Church. The entire month of May is
traditionally dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Several Marian feasts are celebrated throughout the
month: Feast of Our Lady of Fatima (May 13), Feast of
Mary, Help of Christians (May 24), Feast of the
Visitation (May 31), and Feast of the Queen of All
Saints (May 31).



