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August 17, 2025

Twentieth Sunday  
in Ordinary Time
Jer 38:4-6, 8-10  |  Heb 12:1-4  |  Lk 12:49-53

GROW  AS A DISCIPLE  |  PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

Today’s readings acknowledge the real challenges of living 
our faith. Following Christ will sometimes put us at odds with 
others – an uncomfortable reality that many will face in our 
broken and divided world. Yet we can find strength knowing 
that Jesus understands the constant opposition (both inward 
and outward) that we face. The second reading says, “Consider 
how he endured such opposition from sinners.” Jesus knows 
what it’s like to face opposition, but he endured it “for the sake 
of the joy that lay before him.” That is our calling too. We are 
made to know the joy that awaits us beyond our crosses. We 
find the strength to persevere through our trials by “keeping 
our eyes fixed on Jesus.” Keeping Christ as our focus, we will 
be able to overcome any obstacle we may face and run toward 
the goal of heaven.

GO  EVANGELIZE 
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

In today’s Gospel, Jesus said, “I have come to set the earth 
on fire, and how I wish it were already blazing.” Jesus’ desire 
is that the whole world be set aflame with his love, and yet, 
he knows that this will not come easily. The good news is that 
Jesus is with us in the midst of the struggle. He too knows 
the deep longing and even anguish (the Gospel today uses 
that word!) that we experience as we work so that others may 
come to know God’s love. We can take comfort in the fact that 
as much as we want to see others come to faith, God desires 
it even more than we do, and he is also pouring out his grace 
continually upon us. In the midst of any discouragement we 
may feel about those who seem opposed to God and to faith, 
may we remember the burning love that Christ has and his 
immense desire to draw all people to himself.

PRAY 
Pray for those whom you may know who seem closed to the 
Gospel, or who are away from the Church. Invite the Holy Spirit 
to touch your heart with a particular love and zeal to pray for 
them, that those who may seem the most opposed to faith 
might come, one day, to embrace it. 
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MASS INTENTIONS

WEEKLY OFFERING - August 10
-Total: $11,669 ($5,351 basket, $3,500 from IRA, $2,818 
WeShare). Goal: $6,800.
-Sunday YTD: $37,119. Budget: $40,800.
-Solidarity Fund for Church in Africa: $2,732.
Thank you for your support.

What Are the Characteristics of Kairos?                                                                                           
At the very heart of Kairos Prison Ministry is our 
inspirational motto: Listen, Listen, Love, Love. In 
environments where incarcerated individuals often 
experience a scarcity of love and rarely encounter 
non-judgmental listening, we, as Kairos volunteers, 
strive to be their beacon of hope. Our deepest desire 
is to help rekindle their sense of self-worth and 
demonstrate, through our own personal witness, that 
God's boundless, unconditional love and forgiveness 
are just as available to them as they are to us outside. 
We invite them to truly embrace these precious gifts!
   How can we achieve this? Through a thoughtfully 
structured program filled with inspiring talks, quiet 
meditation, uplifting music, and vibrant table 
discussions. Imagine the joy of "poster parties," where 
each "table family" – a small, supportive group – 
creates and presents posters showing what they've 
learned from a talk. They introduce themselves from, 
for example, the "Table Family of St. John," and are 
met with heartfelt applause as they share how each 
person contributed to their collective understanding.
   Every aspect of the Kairos Weekend Program is 
carefully designed to guide participants towards a 
metanoia – a profound change of heart and mind 
directed towards God. Our ultimate goal is for these 
table families to blossom into supportive, small 
Christian communities, forming lasting bonds. Kairos 
calls these impactful groups "Prayer and Share" 
fellowship meetings, and we'll share more about them.
   Next week, we'll dive into the different components 
that make up the Kairos Prison Ministry!

Sunrise with Jesus continues
August - October | Every Wednesday at 7:30am
Dedicate 30 minutes every week to learn more about 
Prayer in the Scriptures, in the Spiritual tradition, 
and in the lives of the Saints.

Explore Christian Faith & Life
Through the Alpha Course
On 6 Sundays, starting from Sept. 14
in Worner Hall classrooms (12:15pm - 2:00pm)

Each session includes a meal, a short talk, and group 
discussion for Connection, Content, and Conversation.  

Over 29 million people have 
participated in the Alpha course 
worldwide. In 2024 alone, over 2,200 
Alpha courses were held across the 
U.S. in Catholic parishes, engaging 
approximately 73,429 participants.

Everyone, including non-Christians, is welcome.  
Come and learn the Good News of Jesus Christ!

Parish Picnic  Sept. 7, 2025 @ Noon
With Catered BBQ
$25 per person | Children 12 and under: Free.
Tickets can be purchased after Mass 
and at the Parish Office: M-F, 10:00 am -2:00 pm.
Menu
Freshly grilled Hamburgers, Cheeseburgers & Veggie 
Burgers & Hot Dogs with fresh buns
Baked Seasoned Chicken Drumsticks 
& Wing Drumettes
Corn on the Cob
Tomato, Lettuce, Red Onion, Pickles
Potato Salad
Mixed Salad with Dressings
Condiments: Mustard, Ketchup, Mayo.   
With Games and Prizes.

Teen Influencer’s Canonization
On June 13, it was announced that Carlo Acutis, a 
millennial known to many as "God's influencer," will be 
canonized on Sept. 7, 2025. Acutis died at the age of 
15 after being treated for Leukemia on Oct. 12, 2006. 
The British teen was born on May 3, 1991.

Be a Homebound Minister
Many of our parishioners have been unable to attend 
Mass due to advanced age or illness. It is a significant 
blessing for them when you are able to visit and bring 
them holy Communion. This ministry acts as a vital 
connection between the parish church and those who 
are homebound.

Ministry Training:  Aug 23 & Sept 13 at 9:30am. 
Sign up on a table near the church’s main exit.

Attention: All Parish Volunteers
Fr. Hao and Finance Council would like to invite all 
volunteers to an outdoor Ice Cream Social on 
Saturday, August 30th. Please bring your family, and 
come by anytime between 3:00 pm and 4:00 pm and 
get a scoop or two as Fr. Hao would like to say 
"THANK YOU" for your service.


