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SOleml'lity Of the DISCIPLE
Ascension of the Lord

Acts 1:1-11 | Eph 1:17-23 | Lk 24:46-53

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PrRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

Every day the world urges us to place our trust in countless
things: money, brands, self-improvement methods — all with
instant results! As Christians, however, we know that only God’s
promises are worth betting everything on, and they are not
fulfilled on our self-determined timelines. Today’s readings
portray Jesus, the wounds of his crucifixion still visible,
accompanying his followers for 40 days after his resurrection.
Now the Apostles, some with questions of their own, are
asked to wait once more for “the promise of the Father” of
which they heard Jesus speak: baptism by the Holy Spirit on
Pentecost. For the Apostles as for us, following Christ is not an
easy path, the Apostles likely were wondering what to expect
in this “baptism.” The fulfillment of God’s promises doesn’t
always happen quickly, nor are we usually able to grasp the
big picture at the moment of fulfillment. Nevertheless, it is in
these periods of waiting that faith takes root and deepens.
Uncertainty makes room for faith, and as the Holy Spirit
descends into our life and makes things clear, we see the
beauty in God’s mysterious and loving plan for us.

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

There’s a saying, “If you want to make God laugh, tell him your
plans.” It is often a matter of timing and expectations around

life that can sew doubt into our faith. In the first reading, the
Apostles ask the resurrected Christ if now he would restore

the kingdom of Israel. He responds, “It is not for you to know
the times or seasons.” We are reminded that our faith never
obligates us to know what events are to come, and which date in
our calendars to mark. Our role, as the second reading says, is to
let our “hearts be enlightened, that [we] may know what is the
hope that belongs to his call.” We wait in faith for the Holy Spirit
to move and enlighten us to what God wills. We can rest secure
in the assurance that we will be given all we need.

PRAY

Is your prayer sometimes full of questions about God’s timing
and intentions, or are you able to wait in faith for God to act?
Ask the Holy Spirit for the faith and hope you need to remain
at peace as you wait. Then, keep your eyes fixed on Christ, and
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o Lburch of the Ascension
? ensionsaratoga.org | 408-725-3939
Masses: (Sat) 5p; (Sun) 7a, 9a, 11a, 5p
(Mon-Fri) 8a; (Sat) 9a

Confessions: (Sat) 4p - 4:45p
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be not afraid.

Happy Feast of the Lord’s Ascension!

By Benvenuto Jisi


Hao Dinh
Church of the Ascension

Hao Dinh
ascensionsaratoga.org | 408-725-3939
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Hao Dinh
Happy Feast of the Lord’s Ascension!


God Is Closer Than We Think

The term ascension is susceptible to unintended
comic imagery of Jesus waving good-bye from a
balloon gondola or being lifted on a wire. Another
unfortunate connotation is that heaven is somehow
“up,” while we are left down here. Perhaps such
imagery does help us to imagine that in the
resurrected Lord, God (heaven) and we (on Earth) are
united. Having become incarnate in Jesus, God is
never only watching from some great distance. “l am
with you until the end” are the simplest words, but the
most profound. There is no need to stand looking at
the sky with our jaws hanging open. For Christ is here,
as close as our own breath, keeping us alive to carry
his presence into our world. - Takefiveforfaith.com

Learn More about the Lord’s Ascension
at FORMED.org. Free for Ascension parishioners.
To sign up, go to formed.org/signup, using the name
“Ascension” or our parish zip code.

Holy Father’s Prayer Intention - June

Let us pray that each one of us might find consolation
in a personal relationship with Jesus, and from his
Heart, learn to have compassion on the world.

Celebrate Mass with Newly Ordained

Fr. Thanh Ho, recently ordained a priest on May 24,
will celebrate the 9am Mass, June 15, at Ascension.
We invite you to join him in giving praise to God, and
enjoy some coffee and donuts afterwards.

Collection for Parish Building Fund
June 8

This semi-annual collection is designated for the
continuous upkeep of our parish facilities. Your
generosity will assist us in managing maintenance
expenses as they continue to increase. Thank you.

WEEKLY OFFERING - MAY 25
To be reported next week.

MASS INTENTIONS
May 31 | Sat 05 pm
Jun 01 Sun 07 am

The Alvarez-Munita Family
Gary S. H. Chang +

09 am Amy Low +

11am | Anastacia Padua +

05 pm | Joan Braddi (L)
June 02 | Mon | 08 am
June 03 | Tue | 08 am
June 04 | Wed | 08 am
June 05 | Thu | 08 am
June 06 | Fri 08 am
June 07 | Sat 09 am

Fr. Ben Manding +
Mary Connell (L)
Armila Casaclang (L)
Phil Wiest +

Louise Harpham (L

Fr. Rey Sarmiento +

Happy Feast of the Ascension!

“Gladden us with holy joys, almighty God, and make
us rejoice with devout thanksgiving, for the Ascension
of Christ your Son is our exaltation, and, where the
Head has gone before in glory, the Body is called to
follow in hope. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
(Collect - Opening Prayer on the Solemnity of Ascension)

On the Lord’s Ascension (continues)

“[A]ls he makes his ‘exodus’ to Heaven, Christ
‘makes way’ for us, he goes to prepare a place for us
and, from this time forth, he intercedes for us, so that
we may always be accompanied and blessed by the
Father” - Pope Francis’ message to the crowds
gathered in St. Peter’s Square, Sunday May 29, 2022

“The Ascension of Jesus into heaven acquaints us
with this deeply consoling reality on our journey : in
Christ, true God and true man, our humanity was
taken to God. Christ opened the path to us. He is like
a roped guide climbing a mountain who, on reaching
the summit, pulls us up to him and leads us to God. If
we entrust our life to him, if we let ourselves be
guided by him, we are certain to be in safe hands, in
the hands of our Saviour, of our Advocate.”

- Pope Francis’s general audience at Saint Peter's
Square, Wednesday, April 17, 2013

Chapel of the Ascension
on the Mount of Olives

In Latin, the place of the
(Ascension) event is
“Imbomon”; the most probable
hypothesis is a derivation from %ﬁ
the Greek en bomo, on the risen = 2%
part (high ground, hill).

After the first shrine which probably dated back to
the 4th century had been destroyed, the Crusaders
rebuilt the church with a small octagonal-structured
chapel (the edicule which can still be seen today),
leaving the roof of the church open. From 1198, when
the small shrine was purchased by the emissaries of
Saladin, the Muslims completed the chapel with a
dome. The site has remained the property of the
Muslim wagf of Jerusalem and has been transformed
into a mosque; however, it is not used for worship.

- Custodia.org (Franciscan Custody of the Holy Land)

Youth Vacation Bible School (VBS)
Ascension Faith Formation will host a one-day VBS
Saturday, June 14, 2025.

VBS is free for those younger than 6 years of age
accompanied by parent/guardian.
Cost for others will be $50 total
($25 non-refundable deposit).

To register, scan QR code >>>



