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FA I T H F U L 
D I S C I P L E

September 8, 2024

Twenty-third Sunday  
in Ordinary Time
Is 35:4-7a | Jas 2:1-5 | Mk 7:31-37

GROW    AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

My first thought upon reading today’s Scriptures is that by  
healing the deaf man, Jesus is fulfilling what God had said  
he was going to do since the time of the prophet Isaiah: 
“making the eyes of the blind see and opening the ears of 
the deaf,” as we heard in the first reading. And indeed this is 
what Jesus did. But when I re-read the Gospel I was intrigued 
by the line: “[Jesus] took him o! by himself away from the 
crowd.” Jesus had a reputation as a healer and a teacher, 
so it stands to reason that he healed people in front of the 
crowds often. Why, then, does Jesus remove the man from 
the crowd? In a commentary on this passage, Bishop Robert 
Barron suggests that Jesus removed the man from the crowd 
as a way of demonstrating that the loud and boisterous 
voices of the crowd could make it hard to hear when God is 
speaking to us. Even though this man was deaf and was not 
able to hear Jesus’ words, the crowds were a distraction, and 
a barrier to intimacy and communion. Doesn’t this same thing 
happen to us from time to time? The voices in our world that 
compete for our attention can make it di"cult to hear God’s 
word. But it can be done, and the rewards are great. God is 
present with us; let’s make an e!ort this week to focus in on 
the things in our lives that point us toward God and ready 
ourselves to receive his grace.

GO    EVANGELIZE 
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Jesus put his fingers into the man’s ears and looked up to  
heaven before healing the deaf man. By this action, Jesus is 
doing the will of the Father, which is to bring healing. Let’s 
consider the question about competing voices in our lives and 
what we can do about it. For starters, we can carve out a time 
every day to quiet our hearts so we can hear the “still, small 
voice of God.” Away from the crowd, we can put our whole 
being into truly hearing God’s voice and asking for the help  
we need to be in right relationship with him. He longs to give 
us what we need but we must be open to receiving his gifts 
and his peace. If we are “tuned into” God, we can hear his 
Word clearly and speak that Word to others with conviction.

PRAY    For me, there is no better way to spend quiet time 
with our Lord than Eucharistic adoration. Prayer and devotion 
in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament transforms and heals. 
Give it a try.



WEEKLY OFFERING - SEPT. 1
-$4,305 (basket: $3,115; online: $1,190). Goal: $6,500.
-YTD: $47,789. Budget: $58,500. Thank you.

Simple Acts of Charity
Mother Teresa of Calcutta was among the spiritually 
richest people on the planet throughout her productive 
life caring for the poor. The date of her death, September 
5, was quickly recognized in Hungary as an occasion to 
be perpetually honored. In 2012, the United Nations 
declared this date as an International Day of Charity in 
her memory. As Mother Teresa demonstrated, simple 
acts of charity reach across divisions and make 
communities more resilient. Contribute to the healing of 
society today by charitable giving, locally or globally.
                                                          - Preparetheword.com

2025 Jubilee Logo
The logo shows four stylized figures, 
representing all of humanity, coming 
from the four corners of the earth. 
They embrace each other to indicate 
their solidarity and fraternity. The 
figure at the front is holding onto the 
cross, the sign of the faith and of hope. There are the 
rough waves under the figures, symbolising the storms of 
life. The lower part of the cross which has been elongated 
and turned into the shape of an anchor which is let down 
into the waves.  In maritime jargon the ‘anchor of hope’ 
refers to the reserve anchor used by vessels involved in 
emergency manoeuvres to stabilise the ship during 
storms.  At the bottom of the logo is the motto of the 2025 
Jubilee Year: Pilgrims in hope. - Based on Iubilaeum2025.va

Good Stewards - Part I
“As each one has received a gift, use it to 
serve one another as good stewards of 
God's varied grace" (1 Peter 4:10).
   In the US Bishops’ pastoral letter on 
Stewardship in 1992, a steward is 
identified as one who safeguards resources and using 
them responsibly, or one who is generous giving of time, 
talent, and treasure.  But being a Christian steward means 
more. As stewards, we receive God's gifts gratefully, 
cultivate them responsibly, share them lovingly in justice 
with others, and return them with increase to the Lord.
   Jesus' disciples and Christian stewards recognize God 
as the origin of life, giver of freedom, and source of all 
things. We are grateful for the gifts we have received and 
are eager to use them to show our love for God and for 
one another. We look to the life and teaching of Jesus for 
guidance in living as Christian stewards. - USCCB.org. 

Lead People to Christ                                        
   Do you know anyone who is interested in the Catholic 
faith, or was baptized Catholic but not confirmed?
   Are you interested in accompanying those individuals?
   We will have an informational meeting on Sept. 15, at 
10:15 am (or after the 9:00 am Mass) in the Parish Office.
   Contact Fr. Hao, or Arlene & Tony (408-725-3939).

Be Strong! Fear Not!
People who went through a traumatic experience have a 
heightened awareness of potential threats, leading to a 
habit of expecting the worst.  The lyric poems from the 
prophet Isaiah today, “Be strong… fear not,” are words of 
hope, directed to a people who find themselves living in 
fear.  They point to a liberation in the future that will bring 
about a healing of human illness and a restoration of 
wholeness.  In the Gospel according to Mark chapter 7, 
Jesus is presented as the fulfillment of Isaiah’s hope as 
he heals a deaf man, a sign of the end-time’s arrival.

Catholic Education Special Collection 
September 7-8
This collection benefits both our local Catholic schools and 
the Catholic University of America. 

Season of Creation - Part II
September 1 - October 4
   In 1971, Pope Paul VI already warned that “Due to an ill-
considered exploitation of nature, humanity runs the risk of 
destroying it and becoming in turn a victim of this 
degradation.” Scientists have warned for decades that 
rampant misuse of the environment is causing a level of 
climate change that will alter the conditions of life on Earth. 
As oceans rise and weather becomes more extreme and 
erratic, we have run out of time and excuses for inaction.
   In this Season of Creation, we join 2.2 billion Christians 
in a worldwide celebration of prayer and action to protect 
our common home. 
   We rejoice in this opportunity to safeguard our common 
home and all beings who share it. This year, the theme for 
the season is “To hope and act with Creation”. Amid the 
triple planetary crisis of climate change, biodiversity loss, 
and pollution, many are beginning to despair and suffer 
from eco-anxiety. As people of faith we are called to lift the 
hope inspired by our faith, the hope of the resurrec-
tion. This is not a hope without action but one embodied in 
concrete actions of prayer and preaching, service and 
solidarity.       - PreparetheWord.com & SeasonofCreation.org.

Men’s Club                                     
Meeting inn-person in Worner Hall/Lounge Room
Friday, Sept.13, at  6:00pm.

GHS Rosary & Faith Talk Luncheon                              
Guadalupe Hope Society, an organization for women and 
families facing crisis pregnancies in San Jose, invites you 
to its Rosary & Faith Talk (free) Luncheon on Friday, Sept 
13 at 11:30am with Fr. Tony Famave.  He will give a faith 
talk after the Rosary. Register to attend either in person at 
the Santa Maria Hall in Campbell or virtually by emailing 
admin@ghswomenscenter.com or calling 408-447-5433. 


