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TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading —  The glory of the Lord shows through Israel, a light to all nations, 
that salvation may reach to the ends of the earth (Isaiah 49:3, 5-6). 

Psalm — Here am I Lord; I come to do your will. (Psalm 40). 
Second Reading — All those who call upon the name of the Lord are called to be 

holy (1 Corinthians 1:1-3). 
Gospel — John the Baptist testifies: The one who comes after me, on whom the 

Spirit comes down and remains, is the Son of God (John 1:29-34).  
 
  

THE BAPTISM OF JESUS 
Today’s readings share stories of believers who order their daily activities toward 

the goal of sharing God’s love. Isaiah embraces his role as God’s servant and 
works to bring glory not only to Israel, but to the entire world, suggesting that we 

are to be a “light to the nations,” a people proclaiming and sharing God’s love. In a 
similar way, Saint Paul’s greeting to the church in Corinth identifies himself as 

Christ’s witness in the world and reminds the Corinthians of their life goal:             
“to be holy.”  

The Gospel of John does not narrate the Baptism like the other Gospels. Instead, 
John the Baptist gives testimony, emphasizing that Jesus has received the Holy 

Spirit. Jesus will go on to baptize with this same Spirit, as he did immediately after 
his resurrection (John 20). What might this mean for us, who share in this same 

Baptism? Baptism begins our journey, where we know the Spirit dwells within, and 
the same Spirit summons us to full maturity in Christ.  

  —Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

   MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY 
On Monday we remember Martin Luther King, Jr. who was assassinated on April 4, 
1968. Almost immediately after his death, there were calls for a national holiday in 
his honor. Beginning in 1970, a number of states and cities made his birthday, 
January 15, a holiday. King's birthday was finally approved as a federal holiday in 
1983, and all 50 states made it a state government holiday by 2000. Officially, King 
was born on January 15, 1929 in Atlanta, but the King holiday is marked every year 
on the third Monday in January.  
For many, it’s just a day off from work; too many have forgotten his passionate 
rhetoric. He championed not only rights for African Americans, but also for the poor. 
To honor his legacy, here are a few quotations that have not dimmed with time:   

“To be a Christian without prayer  
is no more possible than to be alive without breathing.” 

“Not everybody can be famous but everybody can be great because greatness 
is determined by service…  

You only need a heart full of grace and a soul generated by love.” 
“Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.” 

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness, only light can do that.” 



     SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Monday Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (an 
  American federal holiday marking the birth 
  of MarƟn Luther King, Jr., celebraƟng his 
  life and achievements and his influence as a 
  civil rights leader) 

Tuesday St. Anthony (4th cent. EgypƟan hermit & 
  formed first monasƟc community)  

Wednesday Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
  (begun in 1908, the week is celebrated 
  January 18-25) 

Friday  Pope St. Fabian (3rd cent. Roman pope 
  & martyr)  

  St. Sebastian (3rd cent. French martyr; 
  patron of soldiers, athletes) 

Saturday St. Agnes (3rd cent. Roman virgin martyr; 
  patroness of betrothed couples, Girl Guides 

THANK YOU  

Jan 08, 2023 Our Weekly 
Offering 

 NEEDED  $6,500 

 COLLECTED 
 WESHARE 

      $3,504 
      $3,271 

  Christmas  $6,775 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
Jan 14 Sat 9 a.m. Felix Sichon + 
  5 p.m. George Chrisman + 
Jan 15 Sun 7 a.m. All Parishioners 
  9 a.m. All Parishioners 
  11 a.m. Joyce Nunes + 
   5 p.m. Remedios G. Feliciano + 
Jan 16 Mon 8 a.m. All Parishioners 
Jan 17 Tue 8 a.m. Terry Lynch + 
Jan 18 Wed 8 a.m. Jessica Fedeli + 
Jan 19 Thu 8 a.m. All Parishioners 
Jan 20 Fri 8 a.m. All Parishioners 
Jan 21 Sat  9 a.m. All Parishioners 
  5 p.m. Marietta Gloria Martinez + 
Jan 22 Sun 7 a.m. All Parishioners 
  9 a.m. All Parishioners 
  11 a.m. All Parishioners 
  5 p.m. All Parishioners 

Finding God 
We have just celebrated the Incarnation of Jesus, God becoming man to walk 
amongst us. Jesus came to earth to be the link, the direct connection between God 
and man; He took on human form to experience humanity on our terms. We know that our story does not end with the 
birth of Jesus. In fact it does not end with His death either. The story continues with the Resurrection and maintains that 
God is with us. This is the meaning of Emmanuel: God is with us. 
From the very beginning, God was present to us but it needed Jesus being born into our own kind that allowed for a 
closer intimacy with God. The truth to consider here is that Emmanuel lives: God is with us. The question becomes: are 
we aware of His presence? 
God speaks to us all the time. It is not only in church or at liturgy that God speaks. He speaks through nature, 
experiences, other people, homilies, books, poetry, art, media, our own thoughts and many other forms of expression. It 
takes a certain amount of focus and sensitivity to appreciate the ongoing conversation into which God is engaging us. It 
takes a certain awareness that events unfold with purpose and design, that questions are answered some time after 
they are posed. 
Some people look for signs—pennies, words, or objects to confirm actions; some see in coincidences not tricks of 
happenstance, but “God-incidences.” Others find solace and peace in the beauty or intricacy of natural phenomena; still 
others find texts of meaning in Bibles. God speaks through all the natural elements at His disposal. What reassurance! 

60TH ANNIVERSARY OF ASCENSION 
In preparation for Ascension’s upcoming 60th Anniversary, we invite you to participate in one of these teams: 
(1) Diamond Jubilee Committee—plan major celebrations in our Jubilee from May 21, 2023, to May 9, 2024. 

(2) Spiritual Renewal Committee—explore ways to help our parish in its spiritual renewal: Word (knowing our faith),  
Worship (celebrating our faith), and Witness (sharing our faith). 

If you are interested, please contact Fr. Hao at ascensionpastor@dsj.org. 

WALK FOR LIFE - WEST COAST (SAN FRANCISCO) - January 21st 
Neither Dobbs nor Proposition 1 has changed the Walk’s mission. It is to proclaim that 

abortion hurts women. Our mission is to proclaim that women deserve better than 
abortion, and that life, not death is the foundation of choice! Join the Walk for Life on 

January 21 as we witness to the dignity of women and the life and protection of the 
littlest among us. You can sign up on Ascension’s website. 

“A great prayer for life is urgently needed, a prayer which will rise up throughout the world. 
Through special initiatives and in daily prayer, may an impassioned plea rise to God, the Creator 
and lover of life, from every Christian community, from every group and association, from every 

family and from the heart of every believer.” (Pope John Paul II—Evangelium vitae, 100)  


