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March 23, 2025

Third Sunday of Lent
Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15  |  1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12  |  Lk 13:1-9

GROW  AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE 

Meaningful human relationships rarely last if only one party 
makes an e!ort to maintain a connection. The same is true 
in our relationship with God. In the scene recorded in today’s 
first reading – arguably one of human history’s “Top Ten” 
most important events – God takes the initiative, but the 
encounter is two-sided. God causes the bush to burn and 
Moses approaches; God calls Moses and he responds, “Here 
I am!”; finally, Moses asks God his name and God reveals 
himself as “I am who am.” Moses’ cooperation with God 
throughout is essential for them to arrive at this monumental 
revelation which would allow Moses (and, by extension, 
all of the Israelites) to call upon God by name. Despite our 
many technological achievements, a free, generous, loving 
response to God’s initiative is still the only “fruit” we can 
bear for him that he cannot procure himself. This is the 
fruit which the fig tree in Jesus’ Gospel parable is meant to 
produce. If we truly desire and seek this relationship, God will 
reveal himself to us so that, no matter our stage or state of 
life, we can bear this fruit even now.

GO  EVANGELIZE 

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT 

In his encounter with God, Moses exhibits an exemplary 
combination of boldness and humility which teaches us how 
we should approach our relationship with God. This is our 
“roadmap” which will help us fertilize the “ground” of our 
hearts. Consider Moses’ bold, inquisitive spirit: “I must go over 
to look at this remarkable sight,” and his prompt response 
to God’s call: “Here I am!” Consider the audacity Moses must 
have had to ask God for his name. At the same time, however, 
consider his humility in removing the sandals from his feet 
and hiding his face before the majesty of God. The God who 
revealed himself to Moses is the same God who invites us 
into relationship with him. We can and should have Moses’ 
boldness to ask God to teach us about himself. But we should 
also approach God with a spirit of reverence and awe. Our 
humility will be the fertile soil that God can use to make us his 
intimate friends and his representatives before others. 

LISTEN 
Sometimes we have habits or attitudes that prevent us from 
hearing God’s voice. Like Moses removing his sandals, choose 
something you can forgo this week (for example, social 
media or music in the car) so that you can hear and respond 
to the Lord. Make sure you dedicate your extra quiet time to 
talking to God.

Hao Dinh



Scrutinize Your Intentions
Those wishing to join the Catholic Church go through 
a process that involves a great deal of reflection and 
self-examination (Scrutiny rites). The rest of us get to 
join in on the middle Sundays of Lent when the 
“scrutinies” are observed. These ancient rites are 
meant to help heal what is broken and strengthen 
what is upright. We can all join in, and if you don’t 
happen to be present at a Mass where scrutinies are 
observed, you can still take some quiet time today to 
reflect on aspects of your life that need some 
renewing. Lent is the season for renewal, so you are 
in the right time and place! - Takefiveforfaith.com

Annunciation of the Lord - March 25
In a homily at the Basilica of the Annunciation in 
Nazareth in 2000, Saint Pope John Paul II describes 
similarities between Abraham, our father in faith, and 
Mary, our mother: “For both Abraham and Mary, the 
divine promise comes as something completely 
unexpected. God disrupts the daily course of their 
lives, overturning its settled rhythms and 
conventional expectations.” That is why the angel 
cautions, “Do not be afraid.” Each of us is called to 
heed that message of courage and hope: Grace 
thrives amid strange and extraordinary events. Don’t 
let fear prevent you from experiencing the miraculous 
love and mercy God has in store for you. 
 - Takefiveforfaith

WEEKLY OFFERING - MARCH 16
-Total $5,267 ($3,418 + online: $1,849). Goal: $6,500.
-YTD: $237,588. Budget: $240,500.
-Building/Maintenance Fund: $496.
-Flowers Fund: $48.  Thank you for your generosity.

ADA Report - Week 7
-Number of Pledges: 103
-Percent of Goal: 94%.   
Help us reach our goal next week!  Thank you.

Rite of Scrutiny
After being enrolled among “the elect” on the First 
Sunday of Lent, Isabella Ramirez and Lin 
Takahashi in our parish are in their final preparations 
before receiving the Easter sacraments.  Through the 
Rite of Scrutiny, on March 23, March 30, and April 6 
at the 9am Mass, they are assisted in their self-
searching, purification and enlightenment.  Please 
support them through prayers and encouragement.

Jubilee Yearbook 
Available
We are pleased to announce 
that the Jubilee yearbook will 
be available for purchase at 
church next weekend. It will 
cost $10 for those who had 
their portraits taken for the 
book and $20 for others. 
Please place your payments 
in the wooden boxes located near the main entrance 
of the church. If you had your photo taken, kindly 
mark your family name on the list displayed in the 
church. You may choose to contribute more than 
$10 per copy, even if you already paid for your 
photos, to help cover the actual costs and provide 
copies for special guests and homebound parish 
members. Any excess funds generated from the 
Jubilee book project will be allocated to our Youth 
Faith Formation. Thank you for being a part of this 
Jubilee commemorative yearbook project.

Special Collection - March 30
The second collection next Sunday will be for 
Catholic Relief Services.  Thank you for your support.

Best Tips for Prayer
Prayer is essential to Christian life, but it’s often 
difficult to make time for it, to know what to say, or 
even just to listen God.  Yet, prayer is not just one 
thing to do; it’s essential to a close relationship to 
God, who is already and always there for you.  Prayer 
helps you know more about who God is and who you 
are, and can deepen your relationships with others in 
your life.  And prayer enables you to bear fruit (this 
Sunday’s gospel).  If you want to learn 
more about prayer, try “How to Lent” 
with tips for praying during Lent.  Scan 
the QR code for free access to “How to 
Lent” (enter “Ascension” or 95070).

Is It Normal Aging or Is It Dementia?
Come to explore the warning signs and hallmarks of 
dementia with Tami Anastasia, a dementia consultant 
with 30 years of experience.
Date & Time: Saturday, April 5 (10am - 11:30am)
Place: St. Mary’s Parish - Office 
Conference Rm, 
219 Bean Ave, Los Gatos.
Free Admissions. RSVP 408-803-3999 
(or use the QR code).

Lenten Confessions 
Our community will celebrate God’s mercy through 
the sacrament of Reconciliation on March 29, 
Saturday, from 9:30am to 10:30am.

Your Lenten Almsgiving at Work
During Lent, children participate in the Operation Rice 
Bowl supporting families experiencing hunger around 
the world.  If you want to join them in this project, pick 
up a rice bowl (a paper foldout) in the church.


