
September 29, 2024

Twenty-sixth Sunday  
in Ordinary Time
Nm 11:25-29  |  Jas 5:1-6  |  Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 
 
GROW   AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

Experience, education, and brainpower give parents wisdom 
and foresight. They can see the bigger picture and determine, 
for example, that eating an entire box of cookies will make their 
child sick – no matter how appetizing the cookies appear. God, 
likewise, has a perspective that is infinitely broader and deeper 
than our own. This divine perspective is the lens through which 
we must understand the strong language Jesus uses in today’s 
Gospel. God is a Father who loves us unconditionally and who, 
like the parent who refuses a child unlimited sweets, knows the 
harm that sin causes his children in this life and in eternity. “If 
your hand causes you to sin, cut it o!.” These words, meant 
to drive home a point for Jesus’ disciples, remind us that God 
desires our good infinitely more than we do, and that this good 
is ultimately to be united with him for eternity. God hates sin in 
our lives because he loves us. If we believe this, no sacrifice will 
be too great for us as we strive to root out sin, grow in virtue, 
and follow Jesus with undivided hearts.  

GO   EVANGELIZE  
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Moses’ exclamation in the first reading, “Would that all the 
people of the Lord were prophets!” remind us of the mission, 
given to us at baptism, to permeate the world with the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ by our words and example. This is what 
it means for us to be “prophets.” But how do we become 
prophets? And how do we accomplish our task e!ectively? 
We begin by engaging in the process described above: leaving 
sin behind at all costs and embracing lives of virtue. As this 
process brings us closer to God – especially through prayer, 
but also through works of mercy – we become increasingly 
capable of seeing as God sees, making judgments according to 
his wisdom, and ordering the world around us according to his 
desires. Our words likewise become more powerful in leading 
others to Christ because they flow from our ever-deepening 
friendship with him. 

REFLECT    What corner of your life have you hesitated to 
give to God? What attitudes or habits have you been reluc-
tant to invite him to transform? Ask him for the courage and 
perseverance to give these things over to him and, if needed, 
to bring them to confession. If you allow him, he will draw you 
closer to himself and you will become a “prophet” for others 
in the true sense of the word.Ja
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WEEKLY OFFERING - SEPTEMBER 22
-$4,851 (basket: $3,060; online: $1,791). Goal: $6,500.
-YTD: $64,889. Budget: $78,000.
Thank you for your generosity.

Blessing of Catechists                                 
Sept. 29 at 9am Mass
This is an opportunity to recognize our catechists’ 
contribution and also to recommit ourselves to the 
mission of handing on the faith to the next generation. 

Faith Formation Special Collection
Sept. 28 - 29

 This semi-annual collection will benefit our  
Youth Faith Formation. 
 For online giving, scan the QR code, click  
the “Welcome” box, then the drop down  
menu. Thank you.

Your Time and Talent Are Needed
Please consider serving our parish in some way.  Take home 
a Membership- Stewardship pamphlet from the church’s pews, 
or download it from ascensionsaratoga.org. 

Help Our Youth Grow in Faith
Our Youth Faith Formation just began. We are still 
looking for volunteers to help (teaching, setup/clean-
up, special projects). You serve while also growing in 
your faith! Please contact Sharlene at 408-725-3939 or 
Sharlene.Pereira@dsj.org.

Saints in the City
Honoring Young Disciples in the Diocese of San Jose
Ascension Youth Faith Formation is pleased to nominate
Miss Alessandra Broussard, Catechist’s Assistant, for the 
2024 Saints in the City “Saint Thomas Aquinas/Kecharitomene 
Award.”  Please keep our nominee in your prayers. We are so 
happy for you, Aly!

Discount for Parish Yearbook Photos
We plan to publish the Parish Jubilee Yearbook. Please sign 
up for the photo sessions on Oct. 5 or Oct. 13 from 10am to 
2pm in the hall. Sign up at AscensionSaratoga.org.
   The first 100 sign-ups will be given a $10 discount: 
$15 (instead of $25) per individual photo, $25 (instead of $35) 
per photo with two persons or more. You will receive a 5”x7” 
photo print on-site, and a Jubilee Book for $10 (50% discount) 
when it’s finished.

Priesthood Sunday
Today's Priesthood Sunday isn't meant for priests to 
beat the drum about their vocation. It's an opportunity for 
the rest of us to pray for them and to thank the Lord for 
the men who are present to the first and last moments of 
our life in faith —plus countless moments in between.                                                     

Prophet-able Words
Biblically, prophets are people chosen by God to boldly 
speak of God’s perspective on life. Since most of us like 
to be told everything is just peachy the way it is, being 
reminded otherwise is not pleasant. No wonder most 
prophets at first tried to reject the call… Yet Jesus 
wished the spirit of prophecy were more common, and 
so it is: At Baptism you became part of a prophetic 
people. Listen, learn, and when necessary, speak out.                                       
- Preparetheword.com

Quotes
“When we talk about the foreign, the question becomes one 
of us versus them. But in the end, is one just the opposite 
side of the other?”                                      - Lewis H. Lapham                                                   

Pope’s Appeal for Peace
On Sept. 27, Pope Francis was in Luxembourg for a few 
hours before flying to Belgium. They both are small 
countries but a crossroads in Europe.  The Pope recalled 
Luxembourg being invaded during both World Wars and 
keenly aware of the “quarrels and wars that have been 
caused by exaggerated forms of nationalism and 
pernicious ideologies.” 
   In Belgium, "the synthesis of Europe," a starting point for 
its reconstruction after the tragedy of World War II, the 
Pope describes Belgium as a bridge, allowing concord to 
expand and conflicts to step back.
   In an off-the-cuff remark, he said, “We are close to an 
almost world war.” He had already warned of a World War 
III in September 2014 during a visit to Italy's largest 
military cemetery, marking the centenary of World War I.  
Russia invaded Crimea in February 2014.

God’s Spirit Is Free
God’s spirit rests on Eldad and Medad, even though they were 
not at the gathering. This surprises everyone, including 
Moses. Moses explains that God can choose anyone to share 
His spirit.
   This story teaches us that God’s spirit is not limited. God can 
work through anyone, regardless of where they are. We 
should be open to seeing God’s work in unexpected places 
and people.
   When we accept that God’s spirit can be present in anyone, 
we become more inclusive. We see that everyone has the 
potential to share God’s message. This helps us to appreciate 
the diverse ways God works in the world.
                                                                       - Young-Catholics.com

Blessing of Animals
Oct. 6
In honor of Saint Francis, we will have the Blessing of 
Animals on Sunday, Oct. 6, at 12 noon at Saint Francis’ 
statue, near the main entrance to Worner Hall.  
“I have been all things unholy. If God can work through 
me, he can work through anyone.”     - Saint Francis


