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FA I T H F U L 
D I S C I P L E

October 20, 2024

Twenty-ninth Sunday  
in Ordinary Time
Is 53:10-11  |  Heb 4:14-16  |  Mk 10:35-45

GROW   AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

Our world lays down rules for greatness: wealth, 
accomplishment in the performing arts, beauty, business 
acumen. Hmmm. I don’t recall hearing any of these attributes 
in the Scripture passages today. What I do remember is Jesus 
saying that whatever authority the disciples exercise must be 
rendered as service rather than for personal gain: “Whoever 
wishes to be great among you will be your servant.” Jesus, 
as we heard in the second reading, can “sympathize with our 
weaknesses” and understands that, as humans, we may be 
tempted to seek power and authority. And yet Jesus calls us 
to service. Does our service have to be something spectacular 
that the world would deem “great”? I believe that God’s grace 
allows us to embrace the role of Christian servant in whatever 
way is most fitting for us, and that makes it great in God’s eyes.

GO   EVANGELIZE  
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

On earth, we are told again and again the most powerful 
people are the toughest. Strength is measured by prestige and 
how many people serve you. Weakness will get you crushed. 
Jesus turns this message inside out and reminds us we must 
find strength in our weakness and use that strength to serve 
other people. Of course, being a servant to others may involve 
self-sacrifice and foregoing worldly cares and aspirations. But 
the more we take care of others, the happier we will be. Let 
us ask God to lift us up when we feel weak. As we heard in the 
second reading: “Confidently approach the throne of grace to 
receive mercy and to find grace for timely help.” Continuing 
the work of Jesus here on earth can transform our corner of 
the world.

WITNESS   This week, ask the Holy Spirit to guide your family 
to help people in need. Prepare food for a soup kitchen, do 
yard work tasks for an elderly or ill neighbor, sign up to take 
the Eucharist to homebound parishioners in your parish, or 
o!er tutoring services through a local school or library. Bring 
the gift of Jesus to others through your family’s service. God 
wants us to use the gifts he gave us to care for others and 
create his kingdom here on earth.



October: Respect Life Month - Part II
“Every human life, unique and unrepeatable, has value in 
and of itself; it is of inestimable value” (Pope Francis).
   The Church’s entire social doctrine is guided
by the fundamental principle that every human life has 
innate dignity and incomparable value: “Every human being 
is the object of God’s infinite tenderness, and he himself is 
present in their lives” (Pope Francis).
   We are entrusted with new opportunities and new 
responsibilities to build a civilization of authentic love. 
   Experience shows that when a mother is supported, “she 
is even capable of heroism.” Radical solidarity compels us 
to come alongside vulnerable mothers in profound 
friendship, compassion, and support for both them and their 
preborn children.   - Excerpts from “Radical Solidarity”

World Mission
“The church does not have missions, it is mission,” so 
says Catholic scholar Father Robert Schreiter, C.PP.S., 
offering the best word on the subject. Mission is the 
reason the church exists, if we’ve heard Jesus’ command 
to go, preach, and baptize correctly. Understanding that 
mission is for all of us, and not just for professional 
missionaries, is vital to fulfilling our baptismal call.
   From the Catechism of the Catholic Church: The origin 
and purpose of mission. The Lord's missionary mandate 
is ultimately grounded in the eternal love of the Most 
Holy Trinity. The ultimate purpose of mission is none 
other than to make men share in the communion 
between the Father and the Son in their Spirit of love 
(850).  - Preparetheword.com

Homebound Parishioners
If you know any of our homebound parishioners who would 
like to have their picture taken for the Jubilee book, see if 
someone can help bring them to the next photo session 
(Oct. 23 - Details above).
   Or if they are too frail or unable to come, they may send 
Fr. Hao their photo that they would like to be included in the 
Jubilee book. The photo should be portrait type with a 
simple backdrop. Please ask them to write names and 
phone number on the back of the photos.  If they would like 
a visit from a priest or a communion minister, please let Fr. 
Hao know. 

Pilgrimage to Lourdes
Each year in May, the Order of Malta goes on pilgrimage 
to Lourdes. As a part of the order’s charism to help the 
sick and the poor, they invite those who are sick, called 
“malades” in French, to join them. All the expenses for the 
selected malades are paid for by the order. Parameters for 
nominees: (1) A Catholic for whom a pilgrimage to 
Lourdes would be very meaningful; (2) Someone dealing 
with a serious health issue or a life-changing illness. If you 
want to nominate someone who might be eligible for the 
pilgrimage, please contact Fr. Hao by Nov. 8. 

Another Ministry Milestone
Loy Oppus Moe, who was our Youth Faith Formation 
Coordinator from 2020-2023, became a catechist 40 
years ago!  We thank her for her faithful service to Youth 
Faith Formation, especially during the pandemic.  May 
the Lord continue to bless her.

Another Photo Session
Oct. 23, Wednesday, from 1pm—3pm, in the Classrooms. 
Walk-ins are welcome or sign up: AscensionSaratoga.org. 
   The first 100 sign-ups will be given a $10 discount: 
$15 (instead of $25) per individual photo, $25 (instead of 
$35) per photo with two persons or more. You will get a 5”x7” 
photo print on-site, and a Jubilee Book for $10 later.

Second Collection for World Mission 
Oct. 20
The special collection on World Mission Sunday expresses 
our common responsibility in the evangelization of the world.

WEEKLY OFFERING - OCTOBER 13
-$5,188 (basket: $3,984; online: $1,204). Goal: $6,500.
-YTD: $80,739. Budget: $97,500.
Thank you for your generosity.

All Saints & All Souls
Nov. 1:   8 am & 7 pm    (Friday)
Nov. 2:   9 am & 11 am  (Saturday)
"We believe in the communion of 
all the faithful of Christ, those who 
are pilgrims on earth, the dead who are being purified, 
and the blessed in heaven, all together forming one 
Church; and we believe that in this communion, the 
merciful love of God and his saints is always [attentive] 
to our prayers" (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 962)

Ascension in 1964
On Oct. 27, 1964, San Francisco Archbishop Joseph 
Thomas McGucken appointed Father William H. Worner the 
first pastor of our Church of the Ascension. The Pon family 
offered their choice piece of property to be the new parish’s 
site.  For two months the men of the parish were busy 
boarding-in the front of the drying shed, putting in windows 
which were obtained from a discarded railway car, patching 
holes, and shoring up the roof. And so, the first church was 
a converted shed affectionately called "The Barn."  Three 
years later, a permanent church was dedicated on October 
29, 1967, although the first Mass was already celebrated 
there on the Feast of the Ascension. In 1977, Fr. Worner 
was succeeded by Monsignor John T. Dwyer.  

Women’s Group Meeting
Oct. 25
Cooler weather is here, which means we can meet again!
Bring your own bag and meet at Mary’s grotto, Friday, Oct. 
25 at 11:30 am.  It will feel good to see and greet one other 
again, to say some prayer, and to catch up on each other. 
Also get those Layette ideas going. - Marguerite Shour

Youth Autumn Festival - Oct. 20
FUN, GAMES & SNACKS FOR ALL SCHOOL-AGED KIDS!
Parents are invited to join us!  We start at 10am at Blessed 
Virgin Mary’s Grotto with one decade of the Rosary, then go 
to the Library room for the Autumn Festival until 11am.


