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July 27, 2025

Seventeenth Sunday  
in Ordinary Time
Gn 18:20-32  |  Col 2:12-14  |  Lk 11:1-13

GROW  AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

“Ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock and 
the door will be opened to you.” Sounds lovely, doesn’t it? I 
remember understanding this verse as though God is like a 
genie in a bottle and prayer is like a delivery service. But when 
I encountered true hardship, this interpretation was tested. 
I was seeking, but I couldn’t find what I wanted. My request 
seemed to go unanswered. I was asking, but my hands were 
empty. I couldn’t reconcile this. Did this mean God wasn’t 
telling me the truth? Trusting that couldn’t be the case, I 
pressed in a little harder. In time, and through the grace of 
God, I realized I’d been reading this verse through selfish eyes. 
I was understanding this passage to say, “ask for whatever you 
feel like in the moment, and I’ll drop it on your doorstep.” But 
what does Jesus actually say? He says that if we ask, he will 
always give us the Holy Spirit. This understanding can change 
how we pray. The Lord doesn’t promise to instantly cure our 
maladies, or to remove every ounce of pain on this side of 
the veil. But he does promise to send his Advocate, the Holy 
Spirit, to be with us through it all. And that is far better than 
any type of delivery service.

GO  EVANGELIZE 
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Today’s psalm echoes the Gospel message that the Lord never 
abandons us. In our response, we unite our voices with the 
universal Church as we say, “Lord, on the day I called for help, 
you answered me.” We encounter hardship on a daily basis. 
From the tiny irritations that tempt our tempers to flare to the 
heavy crosses we carry, we are reminded of how much we need 
God’s help. And yet, how often is our response to turn inward 
and grow weary, discouraged, or angry? Next time we come eye 
to eye with a challenge, let’s try to respond like the psalmist, 
and cry out to the Advocate. He is very near. Come Holy Spirit.

REFLECT
We are reminded in today’s readings that the Lord is always 
near, that he hears us, and that he responds generously. Thank 
God this is true even when it doesn’t seem like it. As we face 
our daily hardships, let’s not forget to ask Jesus for help. Don’t 
forget that he never rations the Spirit, and though he will never 
force himself on you, he’s waiting eagerly to pour his love into 
your heart. Ask! Seek! Knock! He knows your voice, and he is 
ready to respond.
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Celebrate Our Perfect (Divine) Parent
In 1994 President Clinton signed a congressional 
resolution setting aside the fourth Sunday of July as 
Parents’ Day for “recognizing, uplifting, and supporting 
the role of parents in the rearing of children.” 
Embracing this day is easy for those of us who have or 
had loving parents, but for those of us who didn’t 
experience great parenting, we may find it hard to feel 
uplifted. Surely, however, we can all celebrate the fact 
that we have a perfect Divine Parent who has loved us 
unconditionally and cared for us unceasingly since 
before we were born. - Takefiveforfaith.com

MASS INTENTIONS

WEEKLY OFFERING - July 20
-Total: $5,596 ($3,887+online: $1,709). Goal: $6,400.
-YTD Sunday: $16,024. Budget: $20,400.
-Building Fund: $400.
-Fr. Rey Memorial Gift: $1,000.    Thank you!

Discover Kairos Prison Ministry - Part 1
You're invited to discover the life changing impact of 
Kairos Prison Ministry!
  Several fellow parishioners, including Gene Plevyak, 
Harry Stice, Dan Bryant, and Jeff Moe, are dedicated 
Kairos volunteers. With Fr. Hao's encouragement, 
we've created a 15-part series 
of short articles for our weekly 
parish bulletin sharing how 
Kairos deeply impacts 
incarcerated men and women 
transforming the lives of both those receiving and 
those serving.
  Through this series, we truly hope our parish 
community will engage in supporting this ministry. 
We invite you to pray for the Kairos team, for the 
incarcerated individuals attending the 3-day weekend 
retreats, and for the ongoing gatherings that keep the 
ministry strong and faith alive inside the prison.
  We also welcome your support in other meaningful 
ways. You can write prayerful “Hands of Love” 
messages, offering words of encouragement. You can 
also sign up to pray for specific hours during an 
upcoming Kairos weekend, covering the retreat in a 
blanket of prayer.
  Finally, we humbly ask our parish family to consider 
supporting Kairos financially. Your contributions help 
cover the costs of meals, materials, and 
transportation, allowing this vital work to continue and 
expand.
  We genuinely encourage you to read each article in 
the series. It's a wonderful way to understand the full 
reach and profound importance of Kairos. 
If you have any questions, please reach out to:
  -Gene at 408-857-1075 or gplevyak@gmail.com
  -Dan at 408-386-7151 or bryant_dan@sbcglobal.net
  -Jeff at 408-921-9527 or jeffmoe111@gmail.com
  -Harry at 408-455-1177 or hmstice@sbcglobal.net.

Mission Co-op Appeal - July 26-27
The second collection this weekend will support the 
missionary work of Divine Word Missionaries.  
  Fr. Khanh Minh Ha, SVD will be at Church of the 
Ascension on July 26–27, 2025, to celebrate Masses 
and to speak about the many ministries of his order.
  They are a community of missionary priests and 
brothers serving in 79 countries helping to care for the 
sick, educate the poor, foster communities of faith.
  Your donations will support their works, especially at 
the Mother of Perpetual Help Center in Thailand that 

offers care to those living with HIV/
AIDS, including orphaned children 
who have lost their parents to this 
disease. 
Please be generous with your 
donations.

Acknowledgments from Loaves & Fishes
Gifts totaling $157 at the soup supper on Good Friday 
were donated to Loaves & Fishes Kitchen. Its CEO 
recently sent a letter thanking us for the contribution, 
which helped provide 35 nourishing meals.

Divine Mercy Devotion - August 1
Divine Mercy Chaplet and Rosary start at 3:00pm, 
along with Confessions during the Eucharistic 
Exposition, followed by Benediction.

Sunrise with Jesus
August, September, October
Every Wednesday at 7:30am, 
followed by Mass at 8:00am,
Church of the Ascension.

Dedicate 30 minutes to learn 
more about Prayer 
in the Scriptures, 
in the Spiritual tradition, and
in the lives of the Saints.

Learn to rest in the Lord who said, “Come to me, all 
you who labor and are burdened, and I will give 
you rest.” 

Reflect on why one of Jesus’ disciples said to him,
"Lord, teach us to pray just as John taught his 
disciples” in today’s gospel passage.


