August 10, 2025 Written by
THE
FAITHFUL

Nineteenth Sunday DISCIPLE
in Ordinary Time
Wis 18:6-9 | Heb 11:1-2, 8-19 | Lk 12:32-48

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PrRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

If we’re honest with ourselves, we often want God to give us
exactly what we ask for in prayer, or to provide immediate
comfort in moments of need. But from the beginning, God
revealed that the life of faith would entail trusting in his
promises even as we wait for their final fulfilment. The example
of Abraham in the second reading can be our model. We are
called to emulate Abraham’s obedient trust: “for he thought
that the one who had made the promise was trustworthy.”
Throughout the Scriptures God promised his people that he
would prepare a place for them. This promise propelled the
Israelites through famine, exile, and agony, until God brought
them to their earthly homeland. Jesus promises a new and
everlasting place of rest, where we will live with God forever.
We wait in joyful hope that one day he himself will bring us to
our heavenly home. Amid the difficulties of life, in seasons of
grief, pain, or confusion, it is easy to let doubt creep in. This is
when, more than ever, we must cling to our faith, which Paul
describes as “the realization of what is hoped for and evidence
of things not seen.”

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Trusting in God, we are called to wait with hope and prepare
ourselves to readily receive him when he comes. Today’s
Gospel from Luke provides an image for us to imitate: the
faithful servant dutifully awaiting his master’s return. What
does Jesus say about these servants who keep close watch,
always prepared for the moment their master will return?
“Blessed are those servants whom the master finds vigilant on
his arrival.” The faithful witness of the servants in the Gospel
reminds us not to overcomplicate our faith. We simply need to
remain diligent in carrying out the work that God has given us
to do here and now and to keep ourselves alert as we wait with
patience for the coming of the Lord.

PRAY

Our faith strengthens us as we wait for the Lord — as we hold
on to the radical belief that our destination is heaven, and
our God keeps his promises. Wherever you find yourself on
the journey today, cling to his promises! Ask for the grace for
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deeper trust in him and for greater faithfulness to the work of
building up his kingdom as you wait for God to bring all things
to their ultimate fulfillment.
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Hao Dinh
Church of the Ascension

Hao Dinh
ascensionsaratoga.org | 408-725-3939

Hao Dinh
Masses: (Sat) 5p; (Sun) 7a, 9a, 11a, 5p
(Mon-Fri) 8a; (Sat) 9a
Confessions: (Sat) 4p-4:45p


A Gift You Can Bank On

With so much emphasis on work and consumption in
American culture, it is easy to fall into the trap of
believing that “you are what you earn.” This attitude
creates a lot of anxiety, leaving us constantly worried
about our financial worth and feeling devalued if our
“earning power” drops or if we are not part of the wage
economy. Jesus offers a different vision when he
assures us that God is pleased to give us the
Kingdom. There is nothing to earn here, nothing to be
gained, nothing to be lost. Our self-worth is a freely
given gift of our Creator. Bank on it! - Takefiveforfaith.com

Feast of the Assumption

Mass Schedule

-Thursday, August 14 at 7pm, or
-Friday, August 15 at 8am.
Come celebrate Mass with us.

Youth Faith Formation Registration

If you are a returning family needing to update contact
info, please call Sharlene @ (408) 725-3939 x 5.

If you are new, access the registration form on
ascensionsaratoga.org or call Sharlene.

Christian Initiation Will Start Soon

* Do you know someone considering becoming Catholic?
* Do you want to know more about your Catholic faith?
The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is for
any adult who is not baptized, or was baptized in another
Christian tradition, or any Catholic who has not received
First Communion or Confirmation. Call 725-3939 to talk
to our OCIA Team (Fr. Hao, Arlene, or Tony).

Attention: All Parish Volunteers

Fr. Hao and Finance Council would like to invite all
volunteers to an outdoor Ice Cream Social on
Saturday, August 30th. Please bring your family, and
come by anytime between 3:00 pm and 4:00 pm and
get a scoop or two as Fr. Hao would like to say
"THANK YOU" for your service.

Coffee & Donuts August 17
Hosted by the Chinese Community.
We appreciate our Chinese brothers and sisters.

WEEKLY OFFERING - August 3

-Total: $4,365 ($3,372+online: $993). Goal: $6,800.
-YTD Sunday: $25,450. Budget: $34,000.

-Mission Co-Op YTD: $4,368. Thank you!

MASS INTENTIONS
Aug 09 | Sat 05 pm
Aug 10 | Sun | 07 am

Gary Atkinson & Family
Agatha Pao +

09 am | Douglas Weins +

11am | YK. Chang+

05 pm | Walter Dunajski +
Aug 13 | Wed | 08 am
Aug 16 | Sat 09 am

Alicia Sanhueza +

Anna Sze +

Sunrise with Jesus continues

August, September, October
Every Wednesday at 7:30am
followed by Mass at 8:00am.

Learn more about Prayer in the
Scriptures, in the Spiritual tradition,
and in the lives of Saints.

Last Wednesday, we reflected on the longing for the
Lord and faithful prayer despite all the distractions
and noises in life.

Origin of Kairos 3/15

Have you ever been curious about the inspiring roots
of the Kairos Prison Ministry? It all began with a
beautiful spiritual movement called Cursillo, a Catholic
layperson's journey aimed at fostering a profound
"change of heart and mind directed toward God"—a
metanoia—to empower Christian action in everyday
life. Its full name, Cursillo de Cristiandad, means "A
Short Course in Christianity," and it originated in
Majorca, Spain, and blossomed throughout Spain after
World War .

Fast forward to 1976 in Florida, where a small group
of nine passionate Catholic Cursillistas (as Cursillo
graduates are known) felt a call to bring this
transformative experience into a prison setting. They
held their first "Cursillo in Prison" at Raiford Prison,
and it was met with such incredible success that, by
1978, the ministry had spread to prisons in six different
states!

As this powerful movement grew, it became clear
that to truly reach and serve incarcerated individuals
from all Christian denominations, other faiths, or even
no religious background, some adaptations were
needed. So, in 1979, with the blessing of the Cursillo
governing body in the USA, the ministry adapted a
Cursillo parallel format, embraced a new identity and a
new name: Kairos.

Next week’s article is about the Characteristics of
Kairos. If you have any questions, please reach out to:

-Gene at 408-857-1075 or gplevyak@gmail.com

-Dan at 408-386-7151 or bryant_dan@sbcglobal.net

-Jeff at 408-921-9527 or jeffmoe111@gmail.com

-Harry at 408-455-1177 or hmstice@sbcglobal.net.

Be a Homebound Minister

Many of our parishioners have been unable to attend
Mass due to advanced age or iliness. It is a significant
blessing for them when you are able to visit and bring
them holy Communion. This ministry acts as a vital
connection between the parish church and those who
are homebound.

Ministry Training: Aug 23 & Sept 13 at 9:30am.

Sign up on a table near the church’s main exit.



