
January 19, 2025

Second Sunday in  
Ordinary Time
Is 62:1-5  |  1 Cor 12:4-11  |  Jn 2:1-11

GROW   AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE 

Pop quiz: What was the name of the bride and groom at 
the wedding in today’s Gospel? If you’re unsure, you’re not 
alone; the bridegroom is mentioned only in passing and the 
names of the newlyweds are not recorded at all in Scripture. 
Instead, the most prominent man in the account is Jesus; 
the most prominent woman is his mother, the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. In light of today’s first reading, this apparent omission 
begins to make sense. “As a young man marries a virgin,” the 
prophet Isaiah writes, “your Builder shall marry you.” Jesus 
is the “Builder” of the universe, the Word through whom 
all things were created. Mary, whom Jesus calls “Woman,” 
stands as a representative of the Church. This image of God 
as Bridegroom of his people, common throughout the Old 
Testament, thus takes on its full significance in Christ. He is the 
Bridegroom who will “wed” himself to his Church irrevocably 
when he o!ers his life for her on the cross. 

GO   EVANGELIZE  
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT 

It is clear that Scriptures give us many “stories behind the 
stories” – a sort of “visible invisible” as we see with today’s 
Gospel of the Wedding at Cana. What we think is happening, 
and who we assume are the main characters, are important 
and yet also diminished beside the infinite and eternal, self-
sacrificing love of God. How much of our own lives contains 
such stories of God’s immense and great love for us, behind 
the scenes that play out day to day? The Lord gives us all 
good gifts, and he uses them to help us see, know, understand 
and love him. The smallest moment, or the most important 
detail, may not be recorded or remembered, but the 
generosity and irrevocable love of God will never fade and will 
always sustain us.

JOURNAL 
Although God’s love for us never diminishes, we sometimes 
struggle to maintain the enthusiasm of our earliest encounters 
with him. This week, create a spiritual “photo album” you can 
use to remind yourself of God’s blessings in your life. Recall 
pivotal moments in your spiritual life, write them down in a 
notebook, and return to them with praise and thanksgiving 
whenever you feel your heart drifting from the Lord.
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WEEKLY OFFERING - JAN. 12
-Total $6,500 ($4,065 + online: $2,435). Goal: $6,500.
-YTD: $179,588. Budget: $182,000.
Thank you for your generosity.

No Need to Say When
Ever notice how God never requires us to “say when"? 
The extravagant gesture is God's signature statement. In 
the time of Elijah, a jar of meal and a jug of oil refused to 
go empty, no matter how many times a certain widow 
dipped into both. On the occasion of Jesus feeding 5,000 
people with one boy's lunch, there was enough for 
leftovers. And when Jesus turned water into wine, it was a 
lot of wine, and the best kind, too. Abundance is God's 
way of doing things. In your charitable giving count on 
God's making it up to you—and then some! 
-Preparetheword.com

Special Collections
-Jan. 19: For Victims of LA Wildfires
-Jan. 26: For Ascension Faith Formation

World Day of the Sick
Saturday, Feb 8, at St. Joseph’s Cathedral
Sponsored by the Order of Malta
9:30 am: Rosary
10:00 am: Mass with Anointing of the Sick, 
                 Blessing for Caregivers.
Attendees receive Lourdes water, holy medals and cards.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity     
January 18-25
The Jubilee Year 2025 marks the 1,700th anniversary of 
the First Ecumenical Council of Nicea. This 
commemoration provides a unique opportunity to reflect 
on and celebrate the common faith of Christians as 
expressed in the Creed formulated at that Council. The 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2025 – January 18-25, 
is an invitation to draw on this common heritage and to 
enter more deeply into the faith that unites all Christians.
This year’s theme is based on a text from the Gospel of 
John: "Do you believe this?" (John 11:26).                  

Basketball Challenge: Revs vs Sems                                 
Benefiting Vocations in our Diocese
Sunday, January 26
5pm: Doors open | 6:30pm: Tip-off
Santa Clara University Leavey Center 
Tickets to the game: $10 each.
Children under 9 years of age: Free.
Altar servers: Free (must bring a photo of them wearing a 
liturgical alb/robe)
Raffle tickets: $10 each.
1st prize: Last Supper framed art from the Holy Land.
2nd prize: Our Lady of Guadalupe framed art from Mexico.
3rd prize: Statues of St. Joseph & St. Clare, our patrons. 
Tickets available after Masses Jan. 11-12 & Jan. 18-19 or 
online (scan QR code).
Seasons of Hope Grief Discussion Group
Faith-based conversation for those who lost a loved one.
Wed, Feb 19, 26, Mar 5, 12, 19, 26 (1:00pm – 2:30pm)
Sacred Heart Parish Center - Transfiguration Room
13716 Saratoga Avenue, Saratoga 95070.
Open to all who have lost a loved one.
RSVP with your name, phone number and email to:
Carolyn Orasin, Parish Secretary at 1-408-867-3634 or
c.orasin@sacredheartsaratoga.org.

Prayer for Christian Unity     
We pray, O gracious Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
that we all may be one as you are one. In your community 
of complete unity, we have our beginning and our end. To 
you we pray, asking for the gift of visible unity among all 
who believe in your Christ.
   As we commemorate this Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity, we are reminded by your Word that all human 
beings are our neighbors and that we are to love them like 
ourselves and in the same way we love you. Help us to 
overcome the barriers and divisions we have nurtured 
against your will.
   Grant to us, O Lord, a new Spirit of love and solidarity, 
that we may proclaim your good news to all of creation. 
We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ, who with you 
and the Holy Spirt are one God, for ever and ever. Amen.       

Christian Unity Octave
Day I: What Must I Do to Inherit Eternal Life? (Lk 10:25)
Meditation
“What must I do to inherit eternal life?” This crucial 
question asked of Jesus by a lawyer challenges every 
believer in God. It affects the meaning of our life on earth 
and for eternity. Elsewhere in the Bible, Jesus gives us 
the ultimate definition of eternal life: “... that they may 
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
you have sent” (Jn 17:3). Knowing God means 
discovering and doing his will in our lives. Every person 
wants a life of fullness and truth, and God desires this for 
us too (cf. Jn 10:10). Saint Irenaeus said, “The glory of 
God is a human being fully alive.”
   The existential realities of life, with divisions, 
selfishness and suffering, often distance us from the 
quest for God.
   Thus, our quest for eternal life brings us closer to 
Jesus, and in so doing brings us nearer to each other, 
strengthening our closeness on the path toward Christian 
unity. Let us be open to friendship and col- laboration 
with Christians of all churches, praying for the day when 
we can all stand together at the Table of the Lord.
Prayer
God of life, You have created us to have life, and life in 
all its fullness. May we recognize in our brothers and 
sisters their desire for eternal life. As we 
follow Jesus’ way with determination, 
may we lead others to you.
We pray in his name. Amen.
(For meditations and prayers on the next 
seven days, scan QR code)


