
September 15, 2024

Twenty-fourth Sunday  
in Ordinary Time
Is 50:5-9a  |  Jas 2:14-18  |  Mk 8:27-35

GROW   AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up 
his cross and follow me.” Jesus’ words in today’s Gospel don’t 
leave much room for “secondary interpretation.” Deny yourself, 
take up your cross, and follow Jesus. At first glance this may 
sound intimidating, but let’s think about it in the light of to-
day’s readings. By denying ourselves, we are able to turn more 
fully toward God and toward others. Isn’t that what James is 
asking of us in his letter? He says this of faith: “if it does not 
have works, [it] is dead.” He even uses an example that might 
sound like something we would hear in a homily today: he asks, 
if you see someone who doesn’t have proper food or clothing 
and you simply wish them well without o!ering assistance, 
what good are you doing?   

GO    EVANGELIZE  
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Certainly, when we help and serve others, we are working con-
cretely to build the kingdom of God on earth. We are, quite lit-
erally, being Christ’s hands and feet in the world and following 
in our Lord’s footsteps. By thinking and acting with this mind-
set, we are turning toward God; we are seeking to lighten the 
loads of others – helping them to carry their crosses. In today’s 
Gospel passage, although Peter’s words, “You are the Christ” 
were faith-filled and seemed to imply understanding, he was 
not able to embrace the fullness of Christ’s mission. He rebukes 
Jesus for “setting himself up” to su!er greatly and be killed. 
In response, Jesus rebukes Peter and says he is not thinking as 
God does. As human beings, we know we are not able to think 
as God does. But we are made in God’s image, and the more 
we love one another, the more we reflect him in what we do.

WITNESS    Peter’s mistake was thinking he knew better than 
God how to do what needed to be done. Is there anything in 
your life that makes you think you might be like Peter? Choose 
a corporal or spiritual work of mercy, and spend some time 
listening to God in prayer as to how he might desire you to 
perform it. 

Se
ba

st
ia

no
 d

el
 P

io
m

bo
, P

ub
lic

 d
om

ai
n,

 v
ia

 W
ik

im
ed

ia
 C

om
m

on
s

Wri!en by 
T H E 

FA I T H F U L 
D I S C I P L E



WEEKLY OFFERING - SEPTEMBER 8
-$6,060 (basket: $3,346; online: $2,714). Goal: $6,500.
-YTD: $53,850. Budget: $65,000.
-Catholic Education: $1,542.
Thank you for your generosity.

The Answer This Time
We evolve. This is one of the most grateful things about 
existence, that we’re not required to remain stuck in our 
stuff. We grow, learn, and adapt through the years. Our 
relationship with the Holy One evolves too. So, when 
Jesus asks us once more—Who do you say that I am?—
our reply may well be different this time. Is Jesus still the 
God someone gave us long ago? Has Jesus become 
more real and necessary: as a friend, brother, healer, 
teacher, fellow sufferer, or champion? Is Jesus Lord of 
our lives, judge, irritant, role model, or inspiration?
                                                          - Preparetheword.com

Pray for Young Adult Assembly                                      
All Catholics in the Diocese of San José are invited to 
unite in prayer for the success of the upcoming Young 
Adult Assembly on September 21. 
   During our diocesan synod general assembly in 2023 
and pastoral planning process, we heard a strong desire 
to better include and support young adults in parish life. 
   On Saturday, September 21, 2024, over 350 delegates 
from our parishes, schools, Catholic movements, and 
organizations will gather to represent the diversity of 
young adult (18-35) experiences in the Diocese of San 
José. They will share their perspectives and experiences 
with the Catholic Church and provide feedback for the 
Bishop and the pastoral plan implementation team to 
consider as the diocese develops a young adult 
ministerial plan as part of a pastoral plan for the spiritual 
renewal of our diocese.

Parish Picnic Acknowledgments
Thank you to all who participated in our Parish Picnic on 
September 8. Close to 125 people, not including young 
children, from far and near, enjoyed delicious food, fun 
games, and good company in nice weather.
   Special thanks to the Men’s Club and Pastoral Council 
for organizing the picnic. Thank you to all who helped 
with setup, grilling, serving, games, and cleanup. 
   It was another great success, bringing our community 
together, in our 60th year as a parish!

Faith Formation Special Collection
September 28-29
This semi-annual collection will benefit our 
Youth Faith Formation.  Thank you for 
your support.  For online giving to the 
Faith Formation fund, scan the QR code, 
click the “Welcome” box, then the drop 
down menu.

Season of Creation - Part III
September 1 - October 4
    Pope Francis’ prophetic encyclical Laudato si’ on Care for 
Our Common Home” is a game-changer. This is no dry 
repetition of churchy ideas: God made the world, life is 
sacred, love your neighbor, please recycle. Instead, he 
presents a summons to the global conscience anchored in 
the language of science, economics, and social theory, 
cradled in scripture, prayer, and passionate moral appeal. 
The pope touches third-rail politics and tramples on toes, 
but who wants a pope who minces pieties or holds his 
tongue? As Saint Teresa of Ávila said: “The world is in 
flames! Let’s not waste our prayer bothering God with 
trifles!” 
   The pope quotes voices seldom heard: fellow bishops 
from Canada, Japan, Paraguay, Bolivia, Portugal, New 
Zealand. He cites the Ecumenical Patriarch of the Orthodox 
Church along with the saints, quotes international 
conferences as well as examining sacramental realities. 
Laudato si’ sounds the warning and points toward hope. 

If you’re not stunned, breathless, and 
persuaded by this message, go back and 
read it again.        - Alice Camille

Scan QR code for a summary of “Laudato si’”

Good Stewards - Part II
Intentional stewardship and committed discipleship are two 
sides of the same coin.  As members of the Church, Jesus 
calls us to be disciples. This has astonishing implications:
- Mature disciples make a conscious decision to follow 
Jesus, no matter what the cost.
- Christian disciples experience conversion—lifeshaping 
changes—and commit their very selves to the Lord. 
  In the deepening conversion of love, the Christian disciple 
learns to give of self through time, talent and treasure, not 
out of obligation and duty, but out of desire. The disciple 
recognizes within the very nature of the human person, an 
inherent need to give. - USCCB.org & Charlestondiocese.org

Stewardship in Action
We need your Time and Talent.  Please consider a ministry 
in our parish.  Take home the Membership-Stewardship 
leaflet in our church, or download it from “Good Stewards of 
God’s Varied Grace” on ascensionsaratoga.org. 

Help Needed for Parish Jubilee Book
- Be a Hospitality Volunteer at the parish 
photo sessions on Oct. 5 (Saturday) or
Oct. 13 (Sunday) from 10am to 2pm. 
Details are in the QR code in this box.
- Help with editing, layout, coordination, etc.
  Sign-up sheets are in church.

Photo Sessions for Parish Jubilee Book
We plan to publish the Parish Jubilee Yearbook. Please sign 
up for the photo sessions on Oct. 5 (Saturday) or Oct. 13 
(Sunday) from 10am to 2pm in the hall classrooms. 
Sign-up sheets are in church.
   Costs: $25 per individual photo, $35 per photo with two 
persons or more. You will receive a 5”x7” photo print on-site, 
and a Jubilee Book for $10 (50% discount) when it’s finished.


