
November 17, 2024

Thirty-third Sunday in 
Ordinary Time
Dn 12:1-3 | Heb 10:11-14, 18 | Mk 13:24-32

GROW   AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

My brother-in-law inherited his father’s company.  Although he 
studied business in college, he knew years before receiving his 
degree that, provided he was faithful to his studies, he would 
have a comfortable job waiting for him after graduation. We 
may not all inherit the same economic opportunities as my 
brother-in-law, but, as Christians, we are heirs of infinitely 
greater spiritual ones. You are my inheritance, O Lord, the 
psalmist says. This phrase reveals the tremendous goodness  
of God who not only created us but who, in baptism, extended 
to us an invitation and a promise: provided we are faithful to 
him, we are heirs of eternal life. Nothing short of eternity will 
be su!cient to express our thanksgiving to him for this gift.

GO   EVANGELIZE 
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Daniel’s words in today’s first reading remind us not only of 
the gratitude we owe to God but also of our responsibility  
to help souls who have gone astray from following him.  
Some shall live forever, the prophet says, but others shall be 
an everlasting horror and disgrace. The reality is that eternal 
life is not guaranteed us – not because God does not o"er it 
freely, but because we are free to reject his o"er. My brother-
in-law, if he had neglected his studies in college, would never 
have equipped himself to run the family business. His father 
may have wholeheartedly desired to give the company to him, 
but doing so would have been irresponsible if his son did not 
want to take the helm. Likewise, God’s mercy is abundant; but 
we can nevertheless say “no” to God by choosing not to follow 
him. As Christians seeking (although imperfectly) to follow the 
Lord, we have the dignity of cooperating with God in order to 
draw the souls who have gone astray back to him. By word, 
example, prayer, and sacrifice, we can help others experience 
the joy of knowing God in this life and of living forever with 
him in the next. 

PRAY   The Church especially devotes the month of 
November to praying for the souls in Purgatory. These 
individuals died in a state of friendship with God but are still 
in need of purification. God is indeed their inheritance, but 
they experience pain because they do not possess him 
yet. One way to remember to pray for the Holy Souls is to 
conclude grace before meals in this way: “Bless us, O Lord … 
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of 
God, rest in peace.”G
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WEEKLY OFFERING - NOVEMBER 10
-Information not available as we went to press.
We will update the report next week.
Thank you for your generosity.
“God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor 9:7)

Christ the Light Shines
It used to be that sensible people shrugged off most 
apocalyptic talk as a religious scare tactic. After all, only 
Chicken Little seriously believes the sky is falling and life 
as we know it is ending! Yet the present global situation 
makes apocalypse sound pertinent, even descriptive of 
the texture of our times. The light of hope can seem 
dimmer than ever; nonetheless, when fear begins to 
sound like the wisest course and paralysis the only 
option, hold fast to the Good News and its promise of 
light and life!                                             -Preparetheword.com

Finance & Facility Report
Our parish annual Finance & Facility Report 
is available in church, and on 
ascensionsaratoga.org.  It gives you 
(1) a summary of our financial activities and 
performance, and (2) an update on 
maintenance or repair projects that keep our facilities 
safe and functional. Thank you for your support. Scan 
the QR code for the Annual Report.

Collection for Human Development
Nov. 17
Your donation to the Campaign for Human 
Development helps break the cycle of poverty by 
offering low-income people a hand up, not a handout.
Thank you for your generosity.

Memorial for Those Who Died 2023-24
Invite those who lost a loved one since November 2023 to 
join us at the 9am Mass on Saturday, November 23, 
followed by refreshments.  This month Pope Francis prays 
that all parents who mourn the loss of a son or daughter 
find support in their community and receive peace and 
consolation from the Holy Spirit.

Ads/Messages in Parish Jubilee Book
Consider sponsor our Ascension Jubilee Book with:
- Ads for your business (or someone else’s)
- Messages in honor of those who celebrate significant 
events (graduation, wedding, anniversary, etc.) or in memory 
of a loved one, etc.
- Congratulations to Ascension from your family or group.
   An advertisement or a commemorative message in this 
historic, high-quality Jubilee Book will last for many years.
   Sponsorship levels:
   Full Page $250  
   1/2 Page $150
   1/4 Page $100 
   Business Card (8/page) $50.
   Deadline: December 3.
   Our Contact Person: 
Melissa at franmel1123@yahoo.com, 
or 408-823-9079.

Prayer After An Election
God of all nations, Father of the human family,
we give you thanks for the freedom we exercise
and the many blessings of democracy we enjoy
in these United States of America.
We ask for your protection and guidance for all who devote 
themselves to the common good, working for justice and 
peace at home and around the world.
We lift up all our duly elected leaders and public servants,
those who will serve us as president, as legislators and 
judges, those in the military and law enforcement.
Heal us from our differences and unite us, O Lord, with a 
common purpose, dedication, and commitment to achieve 
liberty and justice in the years ahead for all people,
and especially those who are most vulnerable in our midst.
Amen.              - US Conference of Catholic Bishops (usccb.org)

The Flame of Hope
Pope Francis stated in his February 2022 letter 
announcing the Jubilee 2025, which will 
officially open on Christmas Eve: "We must fan 
the flame of hope that has been given us and 
help everyone to gain new strength and certainty by looking 
to the future with an open spirit, a trusting heart and far-
sighted vision. The forthcoming Jubilee can contribute greatly 
to restoring a climate of hope and trust as a prelude to the 
renewal and rebirth that we so urgently desire..." 

Giving Tree
It’s your opportunity once again to support Help One Child 
and Catholic Charities. Help One Child is a unique, holistic 
approach serving child welfare from prevention through 
emancipation or post-adoption.  Deadlines for gift return: 
Dec . 8 for Help One Child;    Dec. 15 for Catholic Charities.
Thank you.

Parish Facilities Update
-The sacristy’s old cabinets for liturgical items were replaced 
with new ones, offering better organization.
-The sacristy’s sacrarium for sacred vessels washing has 
been restored and renovated.
  These works are possible thanks to your financial 
contributions, a generous donation from a skillful vendor/
carpenter (bringing the cost down to $4,500), and assistance 
from our maintenance staff and volunteers.  Thank you.

Layette for Mothers and Babies in Need
This program operates throughout the year with volunteers 
creating baskets for newborns.  Items needed: baby clothing 
and other items for newborns from zero to 6 months.  We 
have a basket in church for donated items.  You can support 
also with a check payable to “Diocese of San Jose Layette 
Fund” and we will send your donation to the Diocese. On 
December 1, volunteers bring together purchased and/or 
hand-crafted items into a Layette storage area at Isolation 
Products, 157 San Lazaro Avenue, Sunnyvale.


