Cburch of the Ascension

ascensionsaratoga.org | 408-725-3939
Masses: (Sat) 5p; (Sun) 7a, 9a, 11a, 5p
(Mon-Fri) 8a; (Sat) 9a
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Fifteenth Sunday DISCIPLE
in Ordinary Time
Dt 30:10-14 | Col 1:15-20 | Lk 10:25-37

July 13, 2025

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE
Do you ever feel as though the concept of God’s plan for
your life feels too distant and abstract to perceive? If you
raised your hand, just know I’'m raising mine, too. The life of a
Christian striving for virtue and closeness with our creator is
not always simple! But Moses’ words to the Israelites in today’s
first reading pierce my heart, even centuries after he spoke
them: “For this command that | enjoin on you today is not
too mysterious and remote for you.” Moses is talking to the
Israelites about God's instructions that will lead them to the
Promised Land, but it’s a relevant reminder for us, too. God’s
command is not some vague message written in the sky, or
some ancient code we need to decipher. /It is written in our
hearts. Our job is simply to return to the Lord our God so that
we might understand it. If you ever feel as though God’s ways
are inscrutable, return to him, perhaps using this particular
Scripture. When we call upon God, he always responds. And
in his response there is great mercy and love. We are meant to
share this mercy and love we receive with others.

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

| think it’s natural, in our fallen humanity, to overcomplicate

the Lord’s commandments. But in the parable of the Good
Samaritan, Jesus spells it out for us in plain terms: show mercy
to our neighbor. How often do we encounter someone in need?
Probably daily. How often do we respond with love, generosity,
and mercy? This is the question we must ask ourselves.
Though the call is clear and concise, the reality is demanding.
But Jesus also reminds us that our acts of mercy aren’t without
merit - they are precisely what will carry us onward to our
eternal reward. “Do this and you will live,” Jesus says.

REFLECT
Today’s readings remind us of our earthly call to love and to

serve, and they are also a reminder of God’s radical nearness
to his people. The call to mercy is challenging. The mission to
love is bold. The road to eternal glory is long and narrow. But
God is never far away from us on this journey. Take time this
week to consider where and how the Lord is speaking to you.
How is he inviting you into his mission of mercy? Where is he

offering you himself?


Hao Dinh


For the Love of God

What would happen if you and a whole bunch of other
people really took to heart these words of scripture:
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and
with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself’?
What, in other words, would be the result if you and |
and lots of others put God first in our lives? There
would be mutual respect between people. The love of
God would be lived out. Violence would disappear. No
one would lack what they need. It sounds too good to
be true, but with God all things are possible. Do your
part and give it your all.- Takefiveforfaith.com

Saint Kateri Prayer - Memorial: July 14
O Saint Kateri, Lily of the Mohawks,

Your love for Jesus,

so strong, so steadfast

pray that we may become like you.

Your short and painful life

showed us your strength and humility.

Pray that we may become

forever humble like you.

Like the bright and shining stars at night,

we pray that your light

may forever shine down upon us,

giving light, hope, peacefulness,

and serenity in our darkest moments.

Fill our hearts, Saint Kateri Tekakwitha

with your same love for Jesus

and pray that we have the strength and courage
to become one like you in Heaven.

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Vocations Soccer Cup

The Diocese of San José is hosting the Soccer Games

for Vocations. on Sunday, July 20. Doors will open at
3 pm. Sisters and Postulants will compete in a soccer
game for the St. Clare Cup. Priests and Seminarians
will compete in a second soccer game for the St.
Joseph Cup. Join us with this outstanding community
event of family entertainment. Tickets are available
after Masses. For more detail info and online ticket
are available at dsj.org/soccercup.

WEEKLY OFFERING - July 6

-Total: $6,026 ($3,284 + online: $2,742).
-YTD Sunday: $328,661. Budget: $331,500.
-Catholic Communications: $1,491

-Peter’s Pence (to date): $2,151. Thank you.

MASS INTENTIONS
July12 | Sat 05 pm George & Josephine Chrisman +
July 13 | Sun | 09am | Walter Dunajski +
11 am Kathy Atkinson & Family
05 pm Jose Ramos +

July19 | Sat 09 am Henry & Lenora Stolz +

Pope Leo’s Prayer to Sacred Heart

Lord, | come to your tender heart today, to you who
have words that set my heart ablaze, to you who pour
out compassion on the little ones and the poor, on
those who suffer, and on all human miseries.

| desire to know you more, to contemplate you in
the Gospel, to be with you and learn from you and
from the charity with which you allowed yourself to be
touched by all forms of poverty.

You showed us the Father’s love by loving us
without measure with your divine and human heart.
Grant all your children the grace of encountering you.

Change, shape, and transform our plans, so that
we seek only you in every circumstance: in prayer, in
work, in encounters, and in our daily routine.

From this encounter, send us out on mission, a
mission of compassion for the world in which you are
the source from which all consolation flows. Amen.

Jubilee of Marriage - Jjuly 26
California Catholic Bishops has
designated July 26 as the Jubilee of b hl’
Marriage, a day to honor married couples [] ]
and promote the vocation of marriage as

a sign of Hope for the Church and the world. For
more info, scan the QR code.

Radiate Love

The Radiate Love Summit will be held at the
Cathedral of Christ the Light in Oakland on
September 26, 2025. This event brings together
diocesan teams and parish leaders to inspire and
equip those serving young people with the message
of the gift of marriage. Mark your calendar. More
information will be coming soon.

Introduction to Family Ministry

The diocesan Institute for Leadership in Ministry is
pleased to offer an Introduction to Family Ministry
course this August 2025. This introductory course on
family ministry will focus on identifying and
developing parish leaders dedicated to serving
families, supporting them in their journey of faith and
discipleship in the Church and today's world. If you
are interested, please contact Fr. Hao, 408-725-3939.

OPENING
THE WORD

SUMMER WITH
THE SAINTS

Coffee & Donuts - July 20 after the gam Mass
Hosted by Ascension Men’s Club.

We invite groups or organizations to host coffee and
donuts once a month or every other month.



