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October 5, 2025

Twenty-seventh  
Sunday in Ordinary Time
Hab 1:2-3; 2:2-4 | 2 Tim 1:6-8, 13-14 | Lk 17:5-10

GROW  AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells his disciples: “When you have 
done all you have been commanded, say, ‘We are unprofitable 
servants; we have done what we were obliged to do.’” I think 
what Jesus is drawing us to see is the humility we need as his 
disciples. It’s easy to get pu!ed up, thinking, “Well, I’ve done 
this” or “I’ve done that” in service of God. We can even start  
to feel that God owes us. But we are called to love God for 
God’s own sake, not for the accolades or even the reward 
that comes from faithfully serving him. St. Ignatius of Loyola 
penned a beautiful prayer called the Prayer for Generosity 
that expresses the sentiment that I feel is at the heart of 
our Scriptures today: “Eternal Word, only begotten Son of 
God, teach me true generosity. Teach me to serve you as you 
deserve. To give without counting the cost ... to sacrifice myself 
without thought of any reward save the knowledge that I have 
done your will.” Let’s ask God to help us to serve him with 
generous hearts.

GO  EVANGELIZE 
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

In his second letter to Timothy, Paul calls us to “bear [our] 
share of the hardship for the gospel with the strength that 
comes from God.” Serving the Lord requires that we rely on 
the gift of the Spirit within us who empowers us to serve 
courageously and generously. The good news, Paul tells us, 
is that “God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather 
of power and love and self-control.” In our e!orts to serve 
God and to share our faith with others, let’s remember that 
it is God’s grace that is at work within us, equipping us and 
strengthening us. Let’s remember Jesus’ promise that even 
if we only have faith the size of a tiny mustard seed, we can 
still do great things for God. Indeed, through the gift of faith 
and the gift of his Holy Spirit, God has truly given us immense 
spiritual power.

PRAY 
Take a moment to examine your own heart. Is your discipleship 
fueled more by a hope of reward (heaven), or, by pure love 
of God? Take some time to pray with St. Ignatius of Loyola’s 
Prayer for Generosity (the full text can be found online), asking 
the Lord to increase your generosity in serving him.

Hao Dinh



MASS INTENTIONS

WEEKLY OFFERING - Sept 28
Data unavailable at the time of printing.

Men’s Club
Meeting in the Hall Lounge, Friday, Oct 10, 6:00pm.

October: Respect Life Month
During this month, we reflect on the gift of every human 
life and how to build a culture that protects life from 
conception to natural death. 

Time Is on Your Side
Time is one of the great mysteries of the human 
experience. It has many qualities and dimensions. 
There is the inexorable, relentless public time of 
clocks and calendars, schedules, and appointments. 
Then there is private time, the internal time of our 
thoughts and experiences. This kind of time is 
unique to each individual and, like a bird, alternates 
between flight and perching. When we are doing 
something we love or spending time with someone 
we care about, the minutes slow down and we 
experience something akin to God’s time, the eternal 
now. In this dimension there is no pain or suffering, 
worry or anxiety; no fear of the future or regret for 
the past—all is well and on time. Spend a few 
moments in God’s time today.   -Takefiveforfaith.com

Participate in the Pastoral Plan
Worship – Pray and sing together with others 
during Mass.
Formation – Try watch.formed.org (Free 
subscription: type “ascension” or 95070).
Outreach – Check in with someone who is 
homebound or has health issues.
Family – Read together the scriptural reflection in 
the parish bulletin.
Youth and Young Adults – Show kindness and 
interest in them. Listen to them.
Structural Renewal – Help secure the finances 
needed to implement the pastoral plan.

Parish Facilities 
Update
- The termite fumigation at 
our Office was completed 
on Oct. 3rd. The expense 
amounted to $4,500.  
- Upcoming project: The removal of a hazardous 
eucalyptus tree; crown cleaning, thinning, and 
raising another eucalyptus and a cedar tree. The 
estimated cost is $3,700.

Priorities for Our Parish Renewal
Each of 53 parishes in the Diocese is called to 
participate in the Diocesan Pastoral Plan for the 
renewal of faith and service. Ascension is in the 
process of discerning three (3) priorities, 
based on the pastoral plan, for our 
community’s renewal. We will be 
carrying out a parish-wide survey in the 
next few weeks. Meanwhile, please 
scan the QR code for the Pastoral Plan.

Pope’s October Prayer Intention
Let us pray that believers in different religious traditions 
might work together to defend and promote peace, 
justice, and human fraternity.

       Diocese of San Jose
      Pastoral Plan
     STRATEGIC PRIORITIES &        
               OBJECTIVES

Prayer for Hope (Respect Life Month)
Heavenly Father, in the sacrament of Baptism, you 
have given us the gift of new life. Through your son our 
Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, you have made 
us your own.
   Help us to recognize the gift of human life as a sign 
of hope in our world.
   Reveal to us the places where your precious gift of 
life is most in need of protection and  strengthen us to 
defend life in all stages and circumstances, from the 
child in the womb to the elderly and dying.
   Guided by your Holy Spirit, guard us from 
discouragement and give us the grace to be 
messengers of hope, filled with confidence that nothing 
can separate us from your love.
   Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Faith in the Family 
“In the family, faith is handed on together with life, 
generation after generation. It is shared like food at 
the family table and like the love in our hearts. In this 
way, families become privileged places in which to 
encounter Jesus, who loves us and desires our 
good, always.” – Pope Leo XIV, Homily, June 1, 25

New Altar Servers Needed!
There’s a training for new altar servers on Saturday, 
October 18, at 9:30am in church.  Please contact 
Fr. Hao at 408-725-3939.


