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April 27, 2025

Second Sunday of Easter 
Sunday of Divine Mercy
Acts 5:12-16 | Rev 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19 | Jn 20:19-31

GROW   AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE 

On this Easter Octave, we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday. As 
Jesus revealed to the Polish nun St. Faustina Kowalska, the 
blood and water that gushed forth from his side during his 
crucifixion would become a “fountain of mercy” for all of us. 
In today’s first reading, we witness what happens now that the 
Apostles have received that mercy flowing from the foot of 
the cross. Motivated by the mystery of Jesus’ resurrection and 
ascension and emboldened by the gift of the Holy Spirit, these 
men are now continuing his ministry of healing. Just as the ill 
and possessed flocked to Christ, so now those sick in body or 
spirit see the power of Christ working through the Apostles. 
The beauty of receiving God’s mercy is that it doesn’t stop once 
it’s been poured into us – his mercy compels us, inspiring us to 
become living fonts of mercy to those we encounter.

GO   EVANGELIZE 
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT 

In a somewhat confusing chronology, today’s Gospel takes 
place in time before the events in our first reading. So we 
go with the disciples back to “the evening of that first day 
of the week.” They have been through a lot over the past 
weeks. They have watched their community turn on Jesus 
and give him over to be brutally killed. They have walked 
with him through his agonizing passion and bitter death, and 
they have witnessed his glorious resurrection from the dead. 
“Overwhelming” seems too small a word. Can you imagine 
the weight of their experience on a physical, emotional, and 
spiritual level? Now, in today’s Gospel, we see them gathered 
together behind locked doors, shaken from the recent events, 
and fearing for their own lives. Somehow, mysteriously, Jesus 
enters the room and says, “Peace be with you.” Three times, 
Jesus repeats this phrase to his disciples in this reading. 
Untethered by space and time and in the wake of grief and 
glory, the Savior of the world extends himself in an intimate 
encounter, radically present to those who love him. 

REFLECT 
Throughout today’s Scriptures, we see the Lord’s relentless 
pursuit of the human heart. We see a God who loves us so 
passionately that he pours himself into us, inviting us to 
partake in his mission by the outpouring of his mercy and the 
power of his Holy Spirit. Today, pause to reflect on the mercy 
of God. In what areas of your life can you see God’s mercy at 
work? How can you be an instrument of his mercy for others? 
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Touch the Pain Points
The apostle Thomas went from doubting to believing, 
all in a moment. Faith arrived in the form of a hands-
on experience of Jesus. And it was no wonder 
Thomas had been in need of simple contact with the 
wounds of Christ. Nothing opens the heart and 
widens the capacity of our understanding like an 
encounter with wounded humanity. On this Sunday 
that ends the octave of Easter, engage the spirit of 
mercy by touching the wounded Christ in the world. 
Visit a sick friend, call a hurting family member, or 
show kindness to a stranger. Christ is there!

WEEKLY OFFERING - APRIL 20 (Easter)
-Total Easter: $12,673 ($10,512 +online: $2,161). 
Easter Collection Goal: $13,000.
-YTD Sunday: $264,661. Budget: $266,500.
-Holy Land (Good Friday): $1,685.  
Thank you for your generosity.

The Nicene Creed Is 1,700 Years Old
The upcoming May 20th is the 1700th anniversary of 
the opening of the first ecumenical council, held in 
Nicea in 325.  This council formulated what is known 
as the Nicene Creed. Later completed by the Council 
of Constantinople in 381, the Nicene Creed became 
in practice the identity card of the professed faith of 

the Church.  Do you want to reflect on 
how you believe in God? 
Watch “Symbolon: The Catholic 
Faith Explained” (The Augustine 
Institute).

Acknowledgments
We are grateful to all who helped make our Holy Week 
and Easter celebrations prayerful and beautiful: 
-Our liturgical ministers
-Our church environment team
-Those who donated to the Flower Fund.
-The Fil-Am group (Easter Egg Hunt, Coffee & Donuts).
May the Lord bless them for their generosity.
Happy Easter season!

Divine Mercy Sunday - April 27
2:30 pm  Reflection by Fr. Maurice
3:00 pm  Divine Mercy Chaplet and Rosary, 
               along with Confessions 
               during the Eucharistic Exposition, 
               followed by Benediction.
4:15 pm  Refreshment in the Hall Classrooms.

Guadalupe Hope Society
Rosary & Faith Talk Luncheon
Friday, May 9, 2025 @ 11:30 am - 1:00 pm
Santa Maria Hall, Campbell.
Fr. Biju Varghese of Sacred Heart Parish in Saratoga 
will lead the Rosary and share a faith talk.
Please call 408-447-5433 or 
email admin@ghswomenscenter.com.

1936 - 2025
“Pope Francis will long be remembered for his 
outreach to those on the margins of the Church and of 
society. He renewed for us the mission to bring the 
Gospel out to the ends of the earth and offer divine 
mercy to all. He has also taken advantage of the 
present Jubilee to call us to a profound hope: one that 
is not an empty or naïve hope, but one grounded in 
the promise of Almighty God to be with us always.” 
- Abp. Timothy Broglio, US Conference of Catholic Bishops

“…Pope Francis was a shepherd who led with humility, 
compassion, and an unwavering commitment to the 
Gospel. He referred to the Church as a field hospital, 
reaching out to the peripheries, and encouraged us all 
to encounter each other, especially the poor. His 
emphasis on mercy, care for creation, and solidarity 
with the poor has left an indelible mark on the Church 
and the world….”                                - Bp. Oscar Cantú

Second Collection This Sunday
Please support the Catholic Home Missions Appeal, 
which helps sustain more than 70 mission dioceses in 
the United States.

Coffee & Donuts Next Sunday - May 4
Our Hospitality Team will serve Coffee & Donuts once 
a month, starting with next Sunday, May 4, after the 
9:00 am Mass.  Should your group wish to host this 
event on a different Sunday, please contact Fr. Hao.

Rosary Procession - May 3
You are invited to join an outdoor Rosary procession 
after the 9 am Mass on Saturday, May 3, with 
refreshments to follow near the Marian shrine.


