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Eighteenth Sunday DiscipLE
in Ordinary Time
Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23 | Col 3:1-5, 9-11 | Lk 12:13-21

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PrRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

A few years ago, | heard this witty but thought-provoking phrase:
“You never see a U-Haul attached to a hearse” - a reminder that
we don’t get to take our physical belongings with us when we
die. This phrase came to mind as | read today’s Gospel. Jesus
offers us a parable about the perils of placing our ultimate hope
in amassing possessions. In our own lives, we might be challenged
or inspired by the quiet example of people around us who
demonstrate that material things aren’t what matter most. From
individuals who lose their possessions but express gratitude for
their physical safety to the child who hears about others in need
and gathers up items from their own room to share, we glean
gentle reminders that in the end, stuff is just stuff. Pondering this,
what we’re left with is an invitation from Jesus to look inward:
Where are our hearts in relation to our material possessions? Do
we cling to them tightly, or do we hold them lightly? What does it
mean to be “rich in what matters to God”?

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

The antidote to our disordered attachment to material things is to
cultivate Gospel simplicity. In sending his disciples out to spread
the Gospel, Jesus often instructed them to “pack light”: “Take
nothing for the journey, neither walking stick, nor sack, nor food,
nor money ...” Jesus told his disciples (Lk 9:3). Instead, they were
to go into the surrounding villages and rely on the hospitality of
those they encountered to provide for all their needs. By carrying
nothing with them, they learned to rely on God’s providence and
to intentionally reach out to others from a place of vulnerability
and humility, both necessary in sharing the Gospel. While we aren’t
necessarily called to be itinerant preachers as the disciples were,
we can take up Jesus’ call to “pack light” as we strive to share the
Gospel with others in our daily lives.

REFLECT

What can we learn from the disciples about overcoming the
temptation to think that we are self-sufficient, as if sharing the
Gospel depends entirely on us, rather than his grace? How might
we adopt a simpler lifestyle, so that others see in us a living
witness to the fact that our hope is not here in this world, but in
the life to come? Reflect about how to live Gospel simplicity more
intentionally in your life this week, and what that might offer for
your efforts to share the Gospel with others.


Hao Dinh


The Freedom to Be Good

What does it mean to be free? For some it's a matter
of not being trapped in oppressive circumstances, like
an unsatisfying job, a difficult relationship, or an
illness. For others it's the ability to find ways to live
creatively within those situations. Some say freedom is
about having choices. And there are those who think
it's simply being able to do whatever they want.
Christians believe Christ has freed them to discern
what is truly important: to be generous rather than
selfish; kind instead of cruel; truthful rather than
deceptive. Use your freedom to choose the ways of
Christ. - Takefiveforfaith.com

Newest Doctor of the Church

Saint John Henry Newman, one of the great modern
thinkers of Christianity, will be proclaimed a Doctor of
the Church by Pope Leo XIV. The saint was a key
figure in a spiritual and human journey that left a
profound mark on the Church and 19th-century
ecumenism, and the author of writings that show how
living the faith is a daily “heart-to-heart” dialogue with
Christ. A life spent with energy and passion for the
Gospel—culminating in his canonization in 2019.

Infant Baptism

Baby Anthony Hai-van Clavelli will be baptized during
the 11am Mass on Sunday, August 10, at Ascension.
Let us pray for him and his family.

Solidarity Fund for Church in Africa
August 9-10

The second collection this day will help dioceses in
Africa manage growing numbers of Catholics, cope
with global and local crises, evangelize and renew the
faith. This fund awarded more than $2.6 million in
2024 for 96 grants that support ministries in 32
countries or regions.

Thank you for your generosity.

Men’s Club
No Men’s Club Meeting in August
Next Men’s Club Meeting: Sept 12

WEEKLY OFFERING - July 27
-Total: $5,130 ($4,444+online: $686). Goal: $6,400.
-YTD Sunday: $21,154. Budget: $27,200.
-Mission Co-Op: $2,718.
Thank you for your support.

MASS INTENTIONS
Aug 02 | Sat 05 pm
Aug03 | Sun | 07 am

Ron Stopnick +
Gary S. H. Chang +
09am | Edmond Ko +
11am | Barbara Power +
05 pm | Jerome & Anna Dao +
Aug04 | Mon | 08 am | Anthony & Silve Paes (L)

Aug 09 | Sat 09 am | Fr. Rey Sarmiento +

Sunrise with Jesus - Auguscé6

August, September, October
Every Wednesday at 7:30am
followed by Mass at 8:00am
Church of the Ascension.

Dedicate 30 minutes weekly to
learn more about Prayer

in the Scriptures,

in the Spiritual tradition, and
in the lives of the Saints.

Learn to rest in the Lord who said, “Come to me, all
you who labor and are burdened, and | will give
you rest.”

Are you rich in what matters to God? That's a
message from today’s gospel.

Holy Father’s Prayer Intention - August
Let us pray that societies where coexistence seems
more difficult might not succumb to the temptation of
confrontation for ethnic, political, religious, or
ideological reasons.

What Is Kairos Prison Ministry? - Part 2
Have you ever wondered about the incredible impact
of God's love, even in the most unexpected places?
Allow us to introduce you to the Kairos Prison Ministry,
an ecumenical and non-denominational Christian
outreach that stretches across 38 states and into
Central America, Australia, and South Africa.

At its heart, Kairos aims to build vibrant, small
Christian communities within prisons. Imagine sharing
God's boundless, unconditional love and forgiveness
with individuals who are incarcerated, transforming
lives one weekend at a time. That's the immediate
goal of our dedicated Kairos Weekend Retreat
volunteers!

As we share a series of articles in the coming weeks,
you'll discover the full scope of the Kairos program,
understanding its various components and the steps
we take to nurture these blossoming Christian
communities. Next week, we'll delve into the
fascinating origin story of the Kairos Prison Ministry.
We look forward to sharing this inspiring journey with
you!

Our next article shares the
Origin of Kairos. Please
continue reading these
articles to come to know this
life-changing ministry.

If you have any questions, please reach out to one of
these parishioners who are active in Kairos ministry:

-Gene at 408-857-1075 or gplevyak@gmail.com

-Dan at 408-386-7151 or bryant_dan@sbcglobal.net

-Jeff at 408-921-9527 or jeffmoe111@gmail.com

-Harry at 408-455-1177 or hmstice@sbcglobal.net.




